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stantiate. The Premier loves me too much
for me to do that. I have done my duty in
directing attention to the seriousness of the
position-the absolute lack of harmony and
co-ordination.

Mr. Teesdale: Was that man promised as-
sistance when he bought the landi

'Mr. A. THOMSON: He was guided by
the pamphlets.

Ron. W. C. Angwia: The pamphlet that
stated such men were to receive the same pre-
ference as was granted to soldiers was with-
drawn in 1920.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But that does not
excuse the delay of 10 months in
replying to the letters sent to the de-
partment. Any man taking up land is
justified in assuming from the literature
distributed that he will get assistance
from the Agricultural Bank. If it is not
intended to grant advances, the Launds De-
partment should be able to notify applicants
when they inquire for land.

The Premier: Where do you say we are
spending the monaey?

Mr. A. THOMSON: In the group settle-
ments. The Government have brought these
men out. They have no money, and the Coy-
erment are paying them 10s. a day susten-
ance. They are also teaching themn how to
work. Many of them have never seen an axe.
Notwithstanding this the Premier makes that
inane interjection. I have done my duty in
drawing the attention of the Government and
the House to the deplorable state of affairs
connected with our land settlement policy and
our group settlements, caused by the various
departments not working in harmony with
each other but working against each other.
Large depeartmenats are being built uip, and
employment is being found for a number of
civil servants. All this is detrimental to the
interests of land settlement, and I trust the
present position will no longer be nllowed to
continue.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.33 p..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read Prayers.

QUESTION-INCOME TAX
COLLECTION.

M.HUGHES asked the Premier: Of the
£390,003 collected during the year ended
30th, June, 1923, on account of income tax,
how much belongs to that financial year?

The PREMIER replied: The amount of
£E390,003 consists of: Arrears from previous
yecars, £E103,849; on account of 1922-23,
£E286,154; total, £390,003. An amount of
£121,966 was outstanding on 30th June,
1923.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to Supply Bill (No. 1)
£1,90,600.

BIhL-AMENDMENTS INCORPORA-
TION.

Received from the Council, and read a first
time.

BILL-INSPECTION OP
SCAFFOLDING.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous sitting; Mi.
Stubbs- in the Chair, the Minister for Works
in charge of the Bil

Clause 9-agreed to.

Clause 10-Scaffolding, etc., to be in ac-
cordance with Act:

Mr. McCALLUM: I move an amendment-

That the words "used in connection
therewith"' be struck out.

As I argued on a previous clause, although
the Bill provides for gear other than that
which will be used in connection with scaf-
folding, the retention of the words ''used in
connection therewith" would prevent the
Government from prescribing regulations as
to the standard of gear, unless such gear is
used in connection with scaffolding. .The
ladder on which a painter works is gear, "pd

[28]
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is not used in connection with scaffolding,
but used "on its own.'' The clause as it
stands, therefore, affords no protection to the
man working on a ladder. The regulations
under the measure should cover all gear.
There is more danger to men working on
ladders than to men working on scaffolding.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As on an
earlier clause, I am bound to say that I can-
not accept the amendment, for which there is
no necessity. Whiat the hon. member refers
to is fully covered by paragraph (c) of
Clause 25. This is a, scaffolding Bill, and
applies to scaffolding and all gear used in
connection therewith. To say that under the
clause as it stands a ladder on which a
painter is working could not be inspected is
stretching the argument very far indeed.
Often painters use ladders on which they
place planks to form a scaffold. An in-
spector would be carrying out his duties if
he looked after such things. There is no
necessity for striking out these Wrords. I
have consulted the Grown Law Department,
and have had my opinion confirmed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed,

Clause 11-agreed to.
Clause 12-Not keeping scaffolding in con-

formity with the Act:

Mr. MeCALLUM: I move an amendment-

That after ''scaffolding'' in line 1 the
-words "or gear" 'be inserted.

If the amendment be agreed to there is a
consequential amendment in the second para-
graph of the clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I wil ac-
cept that amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 13-Inspector to be notified of acci-
dent:

Tdr- MeCALLUM: I move an amendment--

That after "scaffolding" in lines 2, S
and 4 the words "or gear" be inserted.

The same thing applies es with the previous
clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
propose to oppose the amendment, but will
merely point out that the clause, as amended,
may prove awkward in the country districts.
The loss of life is serious wherever it occurs,
but this may cause some inconvenience in
country districts.

Amendment put and paused.

The CHAIERMAN : Several succeed ' ig
clauses will be conseqnentially amended by
inserting "''or gear."

Mr. McCALLUM: I mnove a further amend-
met-

That the following wards 'be inserted at
the end of Snbdoase 1: "and the naine
and residence of every person kcilled or so

injured, and not wtrflsta. cang any other
provision in this A ct, no repairs or altera-
tions to such scaffolding or gear shall -be
mnade after suich occurrence without per-
mission in writing of the inspector,"

If the amendment be agreed to, the effect will
be that the scaffolding and gear will remain
is. the same condition as when an accident
occurred. No repairs will he possible until
after an. inspector has viewed them and given
his permission in. writing for alterations or
repairs to be carried out. This provision ex-
ists in the South Australian Act. It is neces-
sa ' because, if an inquiry is to lie held1 re-
pairs should not be effected prior to inspec-
tin,. Unless this safeguard is provided, an
inquiry will be useless, for the inspector wilt
not be able to produce the necessary evidence.

The Minister for Works: That would be
all right if nil the inspectors were easily
available. 11 an inspector were, not avail-
able, it nwould mean that all the men would
have to step work.

Mr. McCALLUM:- The 7iii ister should
keep in mind his own notice of amnicdment to
make the Act npply to certain proclaimed
areas. I ta-ke it, local inspectors would dio
the work in Country towns.

Mr. Latiam -: Will they be qualified i
Mr. feCOALLUM:1 They would have to

submit to certain examinations or be taught
something about scaffolding. The principal
work will be in the metropolitan area, where
the bulk of the people are living. The pre-
vious decision of the House limiting the height
of scaffolding will cut out some portions -of
thle State.

Mr. Pickering: There is a good deal of
two-storied building done in the country dis-
tricts.

Mr. MeCALLU'M: Apart from hotels and
a few buildings, there are not many two-
storied buildings in the country. This pro-
vision has been in operation in South Aus-
tralia. for 20 years. Unless this safeguard is
provided, a contractor may effect repairs im-
mediately an accident occurs.

The Minister for Works: The working
man of to-day would not allow that sort of
thing to be done.

Mr. McCALLUM: If all the workers sre
on the scaffolding when it gives way, they
will not hanve much chance of preventing the
debris being removed. I know the position
thu men will he in. The working man has to
look after his job first. If a man thinks he
will be held responsible for an accident, the
natural inclination will be for hint to, protect
himself.

Mr. Lutey: A similar provision already
appears in the Mines Regulation Act.

Mr. McCALLTUf: That is so.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS:- I do not

wish to block any provision that should be
in a Hill designed to save life and prevent
injury to workers. I appreciate the view-
point of the member for South Fremantle. 1
am not of the opinion, as indicated by the
member for South Fremantle, that my objec-
tion to the earlier amendments will be met by
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my proposed amendment to make the measure
apply to proclaimed districts, in which case
the amendments would not be likely to apply
to remnote areas. I suggested adding to the
further amendment, "or if an inspector bue
not in the district, permission may be given
after inquiry by the local police officer."y
That might meet the situation. When an ac-
cident occurs, men usually knock off work for
the day, but continue on the following day,
Unless there are numbers of inspectors, a
couple of days might elapse after the acci-
dent before an inspector could get there. In
the meantime all the work would be hung up.
Alternatively, the local police officer could
inspect the gear, impound any that was de-
fective, and then allow the work to proceed.
If the hon. member wrill agree to my amend-
ment, I will get the Crown Law Department
to draft it, and we can then deal with it on
recommittal.

Mr. McCallumn: Yes, I agree to that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then, 1

will move that the clauseh he postponed.
The CHAIRMIAN: You cannot do that,

because already the clause has been amended.
You can, of course, arrange to recommit the
Bill later.

Mr. MeCALLU-M: I understand that, if 1
withdraw my amendment, the Minister will
recommit the Bill, and the clause can then
be dealt withf

The CHAIRMAN:- Yes.
Mr. McCALLUMI: Then I ask leave to

withdraw my amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clause 14-Inquiry into cause of accident.-

TMr. DAVIES: I move an amendment-

That -at the end of Sub clause (1) the
words "and also a mnember of a building
trades union" be added.

The clause leaves it open to the Mfinister to
appoint to sit with the police magistrate or
resident magistrate a person skilled in the
use and construction of scaffolding. I hold
that a member of a building trades union
also -should he appointed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
sorry the bell. member should think the
amendment necessary. The clause provides
all that is required, without encumbering the
work of the inquiry. The Minister, if he
choose, can add to the court a person skilled
in scaffolding, but it will scarcely be neces-
sary to -add a member of a trades union. Of
course, if loss of life should occur, there must
be an inquiry apart altogether from the
authority of the Minister. In such a case
the inquiry provided in the clause would be
a supplementary one. There is no need for
the amendment.

Mr. DAVIES: I will press for the amend-
ment, for I think a trades unionist should
have a seat on the court.

Mr. Heron: You will find it provided in
the 'Mining Act

Mlr. DAV]IES: Yes, and I want it in this
also. The court Should be resprcsentatit'e of
both parties.

The Minister for Works: Thea we should
have to appoint aempmloyer as well.

Mr. DAY] FS: I. tip. o objection to
ti at. Why should we net lave 1oth a union-
ist and all emlp"'er onl The court?

The M'inister for Works: They enntie he
representerd by advoealhis.

',\Jr. DANIES: I hold that they should
have places on the benich.

Amiendmnent put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .. .. 1
Noes - . .. 14

Majority for

Mr. Angwlo
M1r. Cheslson
51r. Collier
M r. Cerboy
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr, Heron
Mr, Hughes

Mr. Broun
Mr. Carter
Mr. George
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlekzaott
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Pickering

.. 4

Ayzs.
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lamibert
M r, Lutey
Mr. Marshal]
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Willcock
Mr, Mullany

(Teller.)

NOES.
Mr. Piecse
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. J. H. Smlithi
Mr. Teesdals
Mr. J. Theomson
Mr. Underwood

(Teller.)
Amndment thus passed.

Mr. 'MeCALLUM%: I mere ant amend-
met-

That the following subelause be added-
"(le) The industrial union representing

the class of employment in which the per-
sons5 wiJo mnet with an accident were em-
ployed et the time of the accident, and
concerning which accident the Minister has
ordered an inquiry under this section, shall
be entitled to be represented at such in-
qniry, and the representative of the union
shall have full power to ca'l, examine and
cr0ss-examine witnesses thereat.''

This is similar to the provision in the Mines
Regulaition Act that has worked well. An
ilnquliry undpr such conditions would probably
be more thorough and would give greater
satisfaction than if the union was not repre-
sented.

The Mfinister for Works: If the employee
has that privilege, it should be extended to
the employer.

M r. MeCALIJUM:. The amendment Rays
"industrial union.' it does net specify a
union of workers or of employers. Ema-
ployers have industrial unions and the amend-
ment would not debar them from being re-
presented.
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The Minister for Works: How would it
do if you mitered the amendment to read,
''The industrial union of employers and of
workers,'' etc.?

?dr. MeCALLUM: I shall accept that al-
teration.

The CHAIRMAkN: It will also be nec-es-
sary to adopt the plural hy making the latter
portion of the amendment rend, ''and the re-
presentatives of the unions."

Mr. CIHESSON: I am glad the Minister
has accepted the amendmnent because, when
representatives acquainted with an industry
are permitted to assist at ain inquiry, they
are able to bring out pertinent evide nc.

Amendment as altered put and passed.

Clau se, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses. 15 to 24-agreed to.
Clause 25-Regulations:
Mr. PUCKERING: The member for

Katanning has on the Notice Paper an
amendment as follows-

That in line I after "make" and before
Iregulations" the following be inserted:
"With the approval of the said board.''

I am in favour of the appointment of a.
board to deal with this Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It may cause more
expense.

Mr. PICKERING: But it may lead to
less expense. I am, therefore, in accord with
the amendmnent the hon. member desires to
IMove.

The Minister for Works: I will not agree
to it.

Mr. PICKERING: The machinery of this
Bill will have to be carried out by regufla-
tion, and in the franming of such regulations
it is necessary to have the advice of the most
talentedl aind export people available.

The CHAIRMAN: Is there anything in.
tme Bill, as it has so far proceeded, dealing
with the appointment of any board?

Mr. ]PICKERING:- No.
The CHAIRMAN: How is it possible to

read sense into an amendmnent which deals
with a board',

Mr. PICKERING: The member for
Katanning has given notice of his intention
to move a. new clause to provide for the ap-
pointment of a board.

The CHAIERM"AIN: It has not yet been
discussed. I could not accept an amendment
which presupposes a clause which may or
may -not be passed.

Mr. PICKERING: If the amendment
were not carried, and the new clause to pro-
vide for the appointment of the board were
agreed to, how would it be possible for the
board to operate?

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept the
amendment at present.

Mr. PICKERING: I must bow to your
ruling, but would like to know, if the new
clause is agreed to, whether the Bill will be
recommitted or not, so that the amendment
may be moved.

The CITAIRMALN: I am sure the Minister
will give you tha-t opportunity.

Mr. DAVIES: I move an amendment-

That a new paragraph to follow para-
graph (g) be inserted as follows: "Pre-
scribing that anty structure which, if it were
built up and fixed to a height exceeding
eight feet, would be scaffolding within the
meaning of that term, but which is built
up or fixed to a height -not exceeding eight
feet, shall 'be of such mnaterial and of such
substantial character as prescribed.''

It is logical to provide that substantial
material must be used in structures of this
nature, if they be under Sft. in height, see-
ing that we have provided for all heights
above 8ff.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
accept the amnendment. It would nullify the
work already done, and defeat the purpose
of the Bill.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIn: I would like a
ruling as to whether the amendment is in
order. We have already passed the interpre-
tationI Of scaffolding, which fixes the height at
Sft. and ever. The hon. member's amend-
ment refers to scaffolding which is built up
or fixed to a height not exceeding Sit. Is
that in accordance with the interpretation to
which we have agreed?9

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
amendment clashes with the definition of
"iscaffolding.'' I will accept the amend-
ment, but the hon, member may, if fie wishes,
disagree with my ruling.

Ron. WtI. C. ANOWIN: I have no desire
to do that. At the same time, the amendment
appears to me to be a silly one, because it
Will provide for regulations to be made in
regard to scaffolding to which the Act will
not apply. It was my desire earlier in the
proceedings to make the height 4ft., but the
hon. member would not support mne.

Mr. Davies:- I did.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member

did not vote.
Mr. Davies: I did so.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I pointed out

when the hon. member was speaking that the
BiUl would not apply to anything under Sit.
unless my amendment was carried. We can-
not now provide for regulations to be made
which -will be contrary to the definition of
scaffolding. If we specifically provide for
Sft., how can we make the measure apply to
anything less?

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 26-agreed to.
New clause:
Mr. PICKERING: On behalf of Mr. A.

Thomson I move-
That the following new clause, to stand

as 4a, be added to the Bill:l ",A board to
be known as 'The Scaffolding Board' shall
be constituted under this Act, and the fol-
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lowing bodies may each appoint one repre-
sentative to lte boord: (a) the Builders
and Contractors' Association; (b) the
Architects' Board of Western Australia;-
(c) thle Fire and Accident Underwriters'
As-sociation of Wesiern Australia; (4) the
wrorkers engaged in the industry. The
Chief Inspector of Scaffolding and at' other

inspectors shall be appointed from qualified
pci-sons recommended by the said board."

The member for Katanning attempted to
move this new clause in the form of an
amiendment nt an earlier stage of the pro-
ceedings, ani was advised to submit it in the
farm in which it is presented now. The
greater portion of building work carried on
in the State is 'tot done by the Public Works
Departnment, but by outside architects and
contractors, It is ridiculous, also, to suggest
that all the architectural and building talent
of the State is concentrated in the public
service. That professional men outside the
service have risen to eminence is provedI by
the success which has attended their efforts,
and it is not right, therefore, that unfair
comparisons should be made between them
and the officers of the Government. Ina view
of the fact that the Bill will apply ve'ty
largely to outside organisations, it is only
reason~able that the different bodies should
have representation on the hoard. As I
have already said, it is in the regulations
that the Bill will really count, and it is de-
sirous tihat the building trade should not be
handicapped. Ift something of this nature is
not dlone, the cost of building will be in-
creased, and that added expense will affect
the wvorker just os much as anyone else. lIt
is desirable that 'we should go ahead with
building operations, at the same time taking
every precaution to protect the lives of those
engaged in the industry. It is likewise im-
portant that the regulations should be framed
by people who are interested in building
operations.

-Mr. Hughes: What interest can the fire
insurance companies have in scaffolding?

Mr. PICKERING: Claims have to be met
by those people.

Mr. Hughes: What would fire underwriters
know about ecaffoldingi

Mr. PICKERING: They should have some
knowvledge of building. At any tate, the
question is deserving of every consideration,
and the new clause should find a place in the
Binl.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The 0ev-
ernuient cannot accept this proposed clause.
There is no necessity for it, and if a board
be crested in the maimer suggested, it will
add consideraby to the cost of building, and
that cost will have to be met by someone.

Mr. Hughes: They wvill be three to one
against the workers.

Mr. Pickering: Why take that jaundiced

Mr. Hughes: That is the correct view to
take.

The MI11NISTER FOR WORKS: I presume
provision would have to be made on the Esti-
mates for such a board. Further, it seems
that Clause 25 is to undergo what the hon.
Aizuinber considers impruvc-enet, with the re-
sult that the Government will not be able to
make regulations unless they are approvred by
this board, to whom the Minister administer-
ing the measure will have to go cap in hand.
The Minister administering the measure would
consider suggestions irrespective of the
quarter from which they came. He would be
in duty bound to do so. It has already been
poiinted ouit by an huolL member opposite that
under the new~ clause other parties interested
would be thtree to ono against the workers.
The three could not, of course, be charged
with indifference to the security of life and
limb. Still, they have not as direct an in-
tere st in this respect as the workers them-
selves have. While no one wishes to see an-
other person injured, yet no one wishes to
have his own pocke0t injured more than he can
posgihly help, tUhose two conflicting inter-
ests wo~uld be represented on this proposed
board, with the result that its proceedings
would be characterised by a good deal of
bickering. If the Minister is not fit to issue
regulations under this measure, he is not fit
to hold Ministerial office.

'Mr. MeCALJU: The new clause repre-
sents a practical step towards the supposed
red objective of workers' control of industry,
and under it regulations could be made only
with the approval of the board, the hoard
therefore being put over ihe Ministry and
the Governor in Council. Anything of a like
nature brought forward by the Opposition
would be characterised as Bolshevist, as em-
anating from Moscow. I congratulate the
member for Sussex on the progress lie is
making from cunservatismn towards democ-
racy, and I suggest to him that he amend the
new clause so that everybody concerned in
the building trade should elect the board,
which would thereupon control the industry.
Only a week ago the member for Sussex told
us that legislation of this kind would make
the cost of building oppressive, or even pro-
hibitive. Still, the men who *Work for watges
would not have very much say on the heard;
the real influence would be exertedi by the
other sections. It is gratifying, neverthecless,
to think that this new clatiap has emanated
from a contractor and is nowv being fathered
by an architect.

Sittiag suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pm.

Mr. PICKERING: Listening to the mem-
ber for South Fremiantle (Mfr. McCallumi) I
am convinced that, according to him, I am
a red-ragger of the reddest dye. The earnest-
ness he imparted to his allegations against
me was really astounding. It is not my in-
tention nor is it the intention of the member
for Katanning that the board should over-
ride the Government. Such a suggestion is
absurd. Other boards hare power to frame
regulations for submission to the Govern-
ment.
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Mr. Underwood: Why the necessity for a
boardl This makes the s5eventy-sixth board!

Mr, PICKERING: We have found it neces-
sary to transfer so mnany of the operations
of the State to boards that we are justified
in asking the Committee to agree to the
amendment. The member for South Pro-
mantle appeared to impugn everyone except
those representing the workers. There is no
distinct tine of demarcation as suggested by
him, and it is just as much in the interests
of the arcitects and the contractors as of the
-workers that scaffolding should be sound.
Work cannot be carried out unless inspec-
tions are made by the architects and contrac-
tors frt-quently, and, consequently, they have
to take the same risk as the workers, Thlere
is no suggestion that the board will be other
than honorary. I was surprised to hear the
Minister express such exaggerated views re-
garding the possible attitude of members on
the board. I believe those members would be
reasonable and would work in the best in-
terests of the employees. It is to no one's
initerest that any workman should be injured.
We recognise that the present Minister for
Works has exceptional knowledge, but we may
not have such a Mfinister for all time.

Mr. HIUGHES: I c-ongratulate the mnembcz
for Sussex OnL being one of the best unionists
in Western Australia! I know of no unionist
who is as careful and anxious concerning the
welfare of the union to which he belongs, as
the Member for Sussex. Whenever there is
legislation before the House affecting archi.
tects, we hear the member for Sussex speak-
ing on behalf of his brother architects. As
a class-conscious worker, hie sets an example
I wish other workers would follow. If all
workers were as class-conscious as the mem-
ber for Sussex, architects aight be deprived
of their spokesman in Parliament. Th ideal
he put before the Committee of handing over
the control of industry to those working in
it, is a splendid one. The builders and eon.-
tractors, architects and fire underwriters re-
present a small percentage of thos.ecngnJged
in the buildiug industry; yet the member for
Sussex proposes to give them three representa-
tives on the board, compared with the one al-
lotted to the workers. If the board were con-
stituted as he proposes, there is no doubt as
to how it would nct; there would be on al
occasions three delegates ranged against one.
The constitution of the proposed board might
be altered, giving one representative to the
builders and contractors, nrchitecca and fire
underwriters, and one to the workers, an in-
dependent chairman to be elected by a plebis-
cite of the -whole of those engaged in the
building industry. If that were done, 1
would support the amenidment.

Mr1. Pickering: Why should not the "Min-
ister he chairman?

'Mr. Underwood: Yes, he has nothing else
to do,

The CHAIRMTAN: If the member for East
Perth, will resume his sent, I will simplify
the position. If the proposed new clause Were
agreed to, it would cover something not pro.

vided for in the Bill as introduced by time
Minister. The creation of this board will en-
tail expenditure, and it is not within the
power of a private member to move in that
direction. For that reason, I rule the pro-
posed new clauise out Etf order.

MAr. HUGHES: Just when it looked as it
we would get it agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-REDSTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 13th Sep tenmber.
MKr. PI-3SE ('foodyny) [7.45]: I have

listened with interest to the many speeches
delivered by menibers on the Bill. It is safe
to say that one would be right in. concluding
that the Bill is an honest effort on the part
of the Commission to deal with a very diffi-
cult and delicate task. I feel sure lion. macam-
hers wvill readily admit na their hearts timnt
the Conmmiss ion have ably carried out their
duties so far as was reasonably possible under
the conditions existing in the Electoral De-
partument to-day. I am prepared to admnit
that the rolls are not up to date,

Mr, Latham!: They are in a shocking state.
Mr. PIESSE0: But it would be a very

difficult matter to get the rolls perfect, With
the material at hand, the Commissioners did
their best. More equitable means could not
have been adopted to meet the pressing de-
mand for a redistribution of seats. I am
wholly in favour of the Bill, believing as I
do that, in the circumstances, a better one
could not hav7e been devised. The important
factor, community of interest, has been de-
viated from or eve rlooked in one or two in-
stances, hut it is impossible to devise a per-
fect distribution of seats. It has been sug-
gested that thme Commission should have taken
evidence. That wouold have been a very dam-
gerous expedient. It was far better that the
Commission should avoid being subjected to
influence in any shape or form. If it had
been made comnpulsory for every member of
Parliament to nrttead before that Commnission,
the result would have been the same.

Mr. Latham: Why members of Parliament I
There are officials, qualified to speak.

Air. PIESSE: There are officials, it is
true, but the grievances raised have been
raised by members themselves rather than by
the community, and have been based on per-
sonal objections to the recommendations of
the Commission. Two or three electorates
have not been treated as fairly as they might
have been in respect of community' of inter-
ests. First there is Sussex. Then there is
Greenough, where a number of miners have
been incluided in what is purely an agricul-
tural constituency. Similar anomalies have oc-
curred in other agricultural electorates, flow-
erer, it is extremely difficult to get a reis-
trihution based purely on community of in-
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teirest. We have only to recall the redistribu-
tion in 1910), when the boundaries of the
Sussex electorate gave rise to the charge of
gcrryraauerimg. Yet, when we look at the
boundaries of Sussex to-day, extraordinary
though they appear, it is seen that they were
juistified. I have been pleased to notice how
little party feeling has been displayed in the
debate. 'Members have almost ignored party
interests. f take it as a sign of the times.
Men are becoming more broad-minded than
they were in days gone by. On personal
grounds, also, I would rote for the Bill, be 'Cause it is perfectly satisfactory iii respect of
my big electorate. It will make Toodyay
practically twre electorates, and will relieve
the future memiber, Whoever hie may be, of a
very heavy ta-,k. Duiring the 12 years I bare
represented Toodyay I have found it diffiult
to keep pace with the continuous public de-
mands that are the inevitable result of in-
creased population and increased develop-
nment. I do not say the Bill ensures to me
any certainty of my return to Parliament it
I should again nominate. I hope the requisite
majority will be found to support the Bill)
for in the circumstances it is as fair a mea-
sure as is possible. M1oreover, it is freely
admitted that a redistribution of seats is
necessary. Probably at no far distant date
we shall require another redistribution of
seats. The success of the group settlements,
the advancement of the agricultural industry
generally, the extension Of Settlement north
and east of Esperanee and between Southern
Cross and Raveesthorpe, -will evoke keen in-
terest among the farming population of the
Eastern States, and in consequence we shan
have quite a big influx of agieultural pupula-
Lion, necessitating, as I say, another redistri'
bution of seats at no distant date. I hope
the Bill will pass the second reading.

Mr. HERON (Leonora) (7.54]: I will
oppose the second reading. I do not say a
redistribution of seats is not necessary-
those members on thi§ side who have spoken
have clearly attested its necessity-but I op-
pcse the Bill] on the ground that it does not
give fair representation to the outer gold-
fields. The Murchison electorate has been
fully dealt with by the member for Mft. Mag-
net (Hon. Mi. F. Troy) and other speakers%
The Commissioners have taken 303 electors
out of Mt. Magnet and put them into Green-
ough, and ha'o taken 149 out of Cue and put
them into Leonora. Those 452 electors added
to the 2,202 in Murchison would have brought
the Murchison quota well above the maxi-
mum, at the same time ireducing the number
of electors in Leonora to 1,637. We have
to take into consideratioa that within six
weeks from to-night 400 names will he added
ta the Leonora roll. As most of us are aware,
on about the 19th of next month the Owalia
mine will be reopened. I have from the
manager an assurance that on that date he
expects to put another 200 men into the
Owalia mine.

The Premier: Hear, hear! That is good

Mr. HERON: If only 50 per cent. of those
men are mnarriedl it Will mean addin2 to the
roll the names of 100 wives, and that without
taking into consideration the number of other
persons that this influx of miners will take
into the district. Then a number will be
going on to the wood line which has been
closed down for the last three years. I
have information from the Lawlers district,
where a new -3evelopment has occurred, in the
Waronga, mine . Only to-nighit I heard that
they have opeved up a lode 16 feet wide
yielding 10 dirts, to the ton. You, Mr.
Speaker, as -in old gold fields member, realise
whal~t that mexis. Then we hare to take your
own electorate, Sir, now amalgamated with
Leonorn. Quite recently there has been a new
find in the King of Creation, which we expect
will be opened up on big lines. Also there is
the Mighty Atom, another very promising
show, as well as Jones's concession, a few
mile out f romi Laverton, where the Government
are opening up the route and sinking wells to
supply that route with water, so that the pros-
pectors canl go into that district. We expect
to have within a few months a number of
mn there also. A nd even if mining were
going down, there is left in the district some-
thing besides mining. 'You, Sir, and the
menmber for Mienzies know that the district is
fast developing-into a sheep area. Within
the next few days the pastoralists will be
hoiding a conference with a view to having
the district ring-fenced against wild dlogs.
We shall then hare sheep pasturing from
Menzics right across to the Murchison. Thea
you, Sir, arc well aware of the development
in the Yarn! centre. At the present time
mining is quiet, hut we do not expect it to
remain quiet very much longer. If reduc*
Lions were made in railway fares and freights
and in the cost of mining qorniodities, we
should have thousands of men returning to
the back country. It is only the high costs
of living and of all mining commodities that
have made the back country quiet. You, Sir,
are well aware of the position. I will not
say, as the member for One (Mr. Cliesson)
said the other evening, that I expect to see
you "'hop donwn from your perc-h'' to take
uip the cudgels on the floor of the House, but
certainly '1 say that if you were not occupy-
ing your high and honourable position yo'n
would he eloquent in putting up a ease for
those people whom you have represented for
su many years. I kinow that district as well
as most people, I travel through it at cr %ery
opportunity and appreciate its possibilitieL-
This Bill does not give the outback mining
areas a fair crack of the whip. When the
Electoral Districts Bill was before the House
last session, we concluded from the Premier's
remarks that our quota would be about 3,500.
It could have been as low as 1,440. In view
of the vast area that Leonora and the Mfur-
chison districts will embrace in future, it ;iull
be impossible for any man to represent them
in this House as they should be represented.
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It is impossible for any meamber to travel
through such a big district and attend to the
wants of those who are battling to keep the
mining industry going. It is very easy for
the people of the. metropolitan area to get
into touch with their members every -lay.

Mr. Clydesdale: Too easy.
Mfr. HTERON: I would not say that. The

vast outback areas where the pioneers are
doing so much for the State should be better
represented. I do not say they should be
given as many seats as they have at present,
but there should be another seat between the
M 7urchison and Leonora. The Leonora boun-
dary could have been brought down and the
149 electors could have been retained, and
there could have been granted three seats in-
stead of two. N-\o fair-minded man wtould
say that the outlying districts have received
a fair deal. A fortnight or three weeks ago
I attended a reception to the Overseas Settle-
ment Commission, to wbomn was proudly ex-
hibited by mnembers a fine specimen from the
ML~t Magnet district. Members were 1leased
to know that this specimen was to be sent
to the Old Country to give the people there
anl idea of what WeVstern. Australia was _still
producing. Yet, while this is being done, the
Government are practically saying to the
people of the Old Country, ''We think so
little of the mining areas that we have re-
duced the representation.' it is tantamount
to saying, "We have ito confidence in our
outback mining areas,'' and. they are saying
this to the people on whom we rely to pro-
vide the capital to develop our mines.

The Premier: You cannot have votes
without electors.

Air. ThERON:\ - 8ome time ago I aske d the
Premier for a little assistance for my dis-
trict, and his reply was, ''You have no one
up there now, and you do not need it" I am
glad the Premier proposes to visit that part
of the State. Time people there are putting
up a greet fight and] are not complaining.
They a.re a type of pioneer that the Govern-
mrent can ill-afford to crush out of the back
country. But the Governtment are depriving
them of representation and are practically
telling them that they, too, may as well come
to Perth.

The Premier: We do not flatter ourselves
to that extent.

Mr. HERON: This measuire will not give
the outer goldfields a fair deal. 'The boun-
dlary could have been shifted further down
to take in the lower portion of the farming
area, and the Leonora and Murchison di--
tricts should have been given three seats in-
stead of two.

Mr. Latham: Are you in favour of the
Bill?

'Ar. HERON: I favour a Bill, not this
Bill. I consider redistribution necessary,
hut I am opposed to this measure because it
does not give a fair deal to the Outer gold-
fields districts. About 150 inca are employed
on the Sons of Gwalia mine. Before the 19th
6f next month a full complement of about
30O will be employed. The Commission should

have made inquiries and ascertained these
facts before they proposed an alteration of
the boundaries.

The Premier: We would all have tLad a
fewv hundred more.

Mr. HERON: It is all very well for the
Premier to say that. If it were so, red is-

tribution wonld again be necessary. The
Mlurehison district at present is practically
at the maximunm quota. Only 300 more are
required for my district; Sussex is almost at
the maximum; Canning is over the mnaxiimum,
and would be well over if all the electors
eligible were enrolled. The same applies to
North-Eaist Fremantle, The member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) said the Government
had done everythting possible to clarify the
rolls. I travel through the back country as
much as any man, and I know what has been
done.

Mr. Lamabert: Nothing!
Mr. HERON: They have struck off the

names of people that were objected to; tbat
is all, Nothing was done to enrol eligible
persons whose nanmes were not on the roll.
Last year, the Premier assured us that the
rolls would be attendell to.

The Premier: They have been attended to.
Mir. HERON: I disagree with that- in the

back country they have not been attended to.
This measure has been discussed from all
points, and tltere remains little to be said
beyond emphasising that the outback districts
have not been giveni a fair deal. In addition
to the men who will be employed on the Sons
of Gwalia mine, the population will be aug-
mented by shopkeepers, shop assistants, bar-
men, barninids, and attendants, who will re-
present an immediate roll increase of 300 to
350 electors. Just now I spoke of clarifying
the rolls. I went through my district and
found there had been removed from the rolls
the names of some people who had never been
out of the district. I suppose the experience
has been the same in other parts of the
State. If the Proemier would only visit that
district, we would be able to point out to
him what pastoralism is going to mean to
Leonora. From Leonora and Mfenzies through
to Nurehison, sheep will take the place of
cattle, so that in addition to its being a min-
ing area, this part of the State will he an ha-
portent pastoral area. When speaking omt the
railway Estimates last year I pointed out that
the income recived from stock at the Leo-
nora station amounted to £5,000 in one year.
This was in respect of only the stock that
left there; not the stock sent there. Although
mining is a little quiet at present, cattle grow-
ing is an interest that should have becit con-
sidered. The Colonial Secretary visited the
district and he was very favonreably impressed
by the pioneers and the fine spirit they ox-
hihited. I again appeal to the Premier to do
something in Order to ensure to these outside
districts tite representation to which they are
entitled. Last year I made a personal appeal
to the Premier, but it had no effect.

.The Premier: What you said would have
shaken the appeal.
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The Colonial Secretary: He has put on
more weight since.

Mr. HERON: I ani not speaking from a
personal point of view. If the Leounra dis-
tnict were allowed to stand as at present, I
would have a fighting chance.

M1r, Mullany: iSo would 1,
Mr. HERON: If the three seats are

grouped as is prop)osed tinder tihis Bill, I shall
still have a fighting chance.

Mr. -Marshall: I would lay odds on you.
Mr. HERZON : I ant pleading for the peo-

ple I represent, the people who are pioneer-
ing the outlying districts. The 'Minister for
Mines knows that the Yarni district is not by
any means dead. Some very good shows are
being worked there. One is held uip through
a court ease; another has a very promising
lode. These (listricts are, perhaps, quiet, but
they are not out for ever. Are the Govern-
inent going to say they hlave no, faith in our
goldfields? Are they determined to deprive
the goldfields of three seats in one hit, The
nearer the constituency is to Perth, the smast-
ler is its quota. Ranowna. has a quota. of
1,638. There is nothing new operating in
Kanowna at present, nor is there any chance
of a large number of men being employed
there in the near future. Coolgardie, which
is very ably represented, is to have 1,850, At
present there is no big development in ConI-
gardie that would require the services of 200
or .300 men.

Mr. Lanmbert: Do not make any mistake
about that.

Mr. HERON: I ant making no mistake.
Mr. Lambert; You stick to your own little

cabbage patch.
Mr. HERON:\T Leonora has a quota of

2,786; Murchison a quota of 2,002. The ein-
ploynient of 200 additional men on the Sons
of OWalia mine will mean that an additionsl
.i0 to 400 electors will be eligible for enrol-
mient.

The MAinister for '%ines: T think they must
hare compared Leonora and Coolgardie in the
light of what their representatives looked
af ter.

Mr. HERON:- Kanowna is to hlave only
1,6.38. Where is there any fairness in that?
If any district should hare a lower quota, it
should be TLeonora or Murchison. I am not
speaking from party or personal feeliugs.

The Minister for MNines: Itanownia. is the
only part of the gold fields where we had to
close down a railway.

Mr. HERON:\ And still Kanowna is to
have a lower quota than Leonora. Is there any
justification for that? The Commission could
not have been aware of the. local c2onditions
or they would never hare suggested such a
redistribution. They took 4.52 electors from
the Mfurchisors district in order to cut out two
seats. That was absolutely unfair. Then
they pnt 149 on to my district.

Mr. Marshall: You could have done with.
out them.

Mr. HERO'N: Yes, and 'Murchison could
have done with another member. T again
appeal to the Premier to refer this BRill back

to the Commission. I know his heart goes
out to the people battling aod pioneering in
time back country. I hope he will hold this
Bill until he has visited my district. If he
does su, I amt sat isfied that he will de~ide in
refer the Bill back to the C'onmissioa. and
thait the gold fields will get a third sent.

'[he 'Minister for 'Mines: Would you uinder-
take to support anything he then barought
down?

Mr. HERON: The boundaries could be
altered by shifting them further down. That
is all that is necessary.

Capt. Carter: Would yen take a fecat from
the metropolitan area?

Mr. HERON: We have metropolitan inem-
hers on the Opposition side of the House, and
I do not think they would object to giving
away one seat. The metropolitan area Could
easily forego one seat in order to give the
outer gold fields additional representation. The
metropolitan area is well represented. Nearly
every member lives in the metropolitan Rrea.

Mr. JT U. Smnith: We want another seat
for time South-West.

Mlr. HERON: Nearly every night some
member representing one of the outlying
centres asks a question about traniways, olec-
tric light, or water supply in the metropoli-
tanl area. Therefore, the memnbers from) the
outback centres to a, great extent represenat
the metropolitan area.

Capt. Carter: By the same token, the
metropolitan members assist you in the coun-
t ry.

Mr. HERON: The metropolitan area is
well looked after. In nearly every part
of the metropolitan area there reside two or
three members who represent outback centres,
and moswt of thema can be relied upon to stiji-
port a metropolitan mnember in his request
for something for his electorate. Unfortun-
autely, 75 per cent. of the nmembers of this
Chamber are unfamiliar with the outb)ack
cntres.

The Minister for 'Mines: East Perth and
Canning ought to be one electorate.

Mr. HERON: The Canning electorate has
quite enough voters as it is. Some 'Ministers
hardly know anytlieg about the country that
members of outlying districts bring under
their notice from time to time. They do nt
know the conditions under which the people
there are living.

Capt. Carter: Thast is a serious charge.
'Mr. HERON: Some of the Ministers hare

never been through the back country.
Capt. Carter: Give instances to slnwv

where they hav-c refused their sympathy in
legislating for the country.

Mr. HERON: The metropolitan area is
well represented. Either the metropolitan
area or the cotuntry districts could well re-
linquish a seat or two in favour of the outer
mining areas. It is impossible for the mem-
her for -Mnrchison or the member for 'Mount
Leenura to visit all his constituents. In the
case of Mfounit Leonora, a alan would hare
to travel from Paddington to 'Mount Keith,
a distance of 300 mites as the crow flies,
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and then across to the Smith Australian
border, in the conrse of a journey through
his electorate. The member for Roelbourne
(Mfr. Teesdale) may say no one is living out
there.

The Premier: There is plenty of food out
there.

Mr. liE RON: One *cau. go for 300 miles
north of Laverton, where .Jones 's find is,
4ini still be within the electornt,6. Onec can
also go g0 miles front Kookyice Fromt the
rail head at Leonorn a ni has to go by
motor because there is tie other wany of trav-
elling. It is impossible to look after the
pioneers in that part of the State, when so
much coontry is given to one ma~n to repre-
sent. On the one hand we are offering in-
duenients to people in the Old Country to
invest their money here, and on the other
iain' the Government are showing their lack
of confidence in the goldifields by reducing
their minhrship. T hope that even at this
Inke hour the Premier will refer the Bill
back to tlw Coi nissioners.

Mr., LAM BERT (Coolgardie) rE8.20]
This Bill is thie greatest injustice against the
gzoidlields that was ever perpetrated. I take
up the same attitude now as I did when the
Electoral Dis5tricts Bill was brought down.
At that time the flovernuient, by their deter-
ruination to lessen the representation of cer-
tain parts of the State, showed us clearly
that we could expect very little when we
received the report of the Commnissioners.
We have not been disapipointed.

The Premier: If you have the votes you
can have the seats.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier ought to
tell his friends from the North-West, whose
four seats are rendered immune uinder the
Bill, and who have an average of only 900
electors in each district, that there is no
justification for such liberal representation.
In one of the North-West seats the roll iq
at present considerably in-fisted because of
the work at the Wyndham 'Meat'Works. No
attempt was made to adjust the boundaries
of the four North-West seats on ordinary
common sense lines. The Premier says, if
we have not the electors, we cannot have the
number of seats we want. If there is any
justification for reducing the representation
of the outer goldflelds, there is still more
justification for reducing it in the case of
the 'North-West. In the North the greater
number of electors live along the seaboard
and are easy of access. Members have the
use of our State steamers in order to visit
their constituencies. It is virtually, a week-
end sea trip for them.

The Premier: Will you go for a fortnight?
The ''Bambra" leaves to-morrow.

Mr. LAMBEILT: If I thought I could do
good for the State, I would go for a month.
The Premier would be doing a service- to the
State if he would come with me, and leave
this Bill in the lap of the gods.

The Premier: I would go gladly. There
is good fishing up there.

Mr. LAMBERT: North-West members
must have fished very successfully, seeing it
is thought unnecessary for them to muster
more than 900 electors for each district. I
have a particular interest in the Roebourne
electorate.

Mr. Teesdale: Praise God they have no
interest in you.

Mr. LA%,'BE LiT:- It is not safe for the
hon. member to stay away long fromt his eon-
stitLIei]cy, but once or tn-ice during his ab-
sence I had the pleasure, not the hono-ir, of
representing that electorate.

Mr, Teesdale: And I nearly lost the seat
over it.

MrL. LAYBERT: I should have dlone some
service for the country if I had heen the
mecans of the bon. riember losing his seat.

M \r. Teesdale: That is why you volunteered
for the service.

Mr\I. LAMBERlT: Under this -Bill the bon.
inember is not likely to lose his seat for some
time.

N %r. Teesdncle: That is pleasing news.
Mrr. mA' fBniT: Hte can occupy his Peat

for the timne being with that comforting as-
suraqnce. The representatives of the outer
goldfields should not be asked to serve the
interests Of More electors than the four momn-
hers of the North-West, but each goldfields
miember is asked to represent as many as any
three of the North-West m-embers.

Mr. Teedale: They recognise your superior
ab ility, and yet you are growling aboat it.

-)-r. LAM BERT: I do not know that it is
a ny compensation to get recognition from the
lion. meniber as to one's ability. We need
not be aslinmcd of the comparison in the mnat-
ter of ability or representation. The mem-
ber for Onscoyne (Mr. Angelo) is smiling.
He represents only a handful of people, who
reside along the seaboard.

Mr. Angelo: I recently travelled -2,000
m~iles and did not visit all Jay constituents.

MUr. LAMBERT: The hon. member was
on busiuess. It oftEnr takes me over long
distances.

The Premier: Tell us shout the new Cool-
gardie electorate.

Mr. LAMBERT: A good deal can be said
concerning that. The member for Mount
Leonora (Mr. Heron) had a good deal tc
say about the outer goldfields.

The Premier: It will be a great eountr)
if all that has been said comes true.

'Mr. LAMBERBT: It will be a great couw
try when the Government can evolve soan
sane and sound policy for the development ol
the mineral wealth of the State. Between thi
years 1914 anid 1918 about 85 per cent. ol
the available manhood of the fields wam
drawn away to fight in distant lands. Ni
one will cavil at that, hat jwhen theyV Ts

turned, was any inducement offered by thi
Government, Federal or State, to repatriatb
them' into the industries from wchich they hat
been drawn? The mining areas have beei
so depleted in popuilation that they eanno
tevive uinder the present policy of drift. Thi
Premier's . laud development policy is corn
miendable. NLo one can deny it is essentia
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for our national Wie that we shou1ld have
such a policy, even if it eocrts a considerable
sum of money' . WeA' should also have a policy
for the development of our mineral resources.
If we spent a million of money in that direc-
tion, we should probably double the popula-
tion of our mining areas within the nest two
or three years. But this uncalled for and
vicious measure should not be carried.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot say anything
fresh on the Bill; it is worn to a frazzle.

Mr. LAMBERT: So is the hon. member.
A general election may act as a corrective.
As sure ais the sun rises and sets, if this Bill
passes, the parties in this Chamber wtill
change places -after next March. The Pre-
mier w-ill probably make a very good Opposi-
tion Leader.

Mr. MNarshall: He might not get even that
flosit ion.

Mr. L.AMBERT: I hope that for the good]
flame of this 'State the Premier wilt, in the
light of time very reasonable and very modler-
ate criticism which has been offered on this
measure, recognise that it is his duty, as
henad of the Government for the time becing,
to modify the more striking anomalies in the
Bill. I am glad to help members represent-
ing- the Murchison to offer a strong protest
a gainst that huge stretch of country, from
Buatine to the South Australian border,
being so seriously under-represented. Al-
though I admit that it is not easy to ruffle
you, Mr. Speaker, who are even tempered,
cool, and self-composed, still you mnust have
been somewhat ruffled when yvou. saw the
Royal Commission 's recommendartions. regard-
ing the Murrchison.

The Premier: It ought not to be a per-
sonal matter with any of us.

M Nr. LAMBERT: 'No; but even you, Sir,
in your fairness must recog-nise the injustice
of the position regarding the Muridson.
Thousands of young fellows were drawn away
from their activities in] the mining districts
to serve in the wsar. Upon their return no
inducement whatever was offered them to go
back to their old calling. Plenty of induce-
ments, on the other hand, were offered to
them. to take up land. The Federal Govern-
ment lavished millions of pounds in this
State to that earl. A considerable portion of
thst expenditure they will. never see back.

The Premier: Oh , don't say that!
'Mr. LAM ET In alfiness it must

be said that there are considerable sums
which the Federal Government will not see
returned. Let us hope, with the Premier's
optimism, that the whole of that money will
conic back. Still, contrast that huge expens-
diture with the comparatively few pounds
spent for thme restoration of the mining indus-
try. The -men who pioneered the mineral
wealth of Western Australia are Treal Jewels
of humanity, men who live hard in and out
of season, men who never grumble like some
of the migrants do.

The Colonial Secretary: The migrants ate
rot complaining.

'.%r. LAMBERT: Some of them are. The
smallness of the assistance which the mineral
industry has received since the cessation of
the, war is accountable for the hackward state

ofour mining industry. It is all very well
to give assistance in a little way in order to
revive the interest which mining awakened
in 1912. Probably it would have cost a
couple of millions sterling to repatriate our
soldiers from the mining districts to those
districts. The outer golddields areas, how-
ever, are not without hope. A mining policy
on the same lines as our land policy would
prove more responsive, and the results would
he less speculative as well as more rapid. The
Premier could see the possibilities of mining
in my district when he visited it. He met
there hard workers futll of hope.

Mr. Harrison: They must be super-men.
Mr. LAMBERT: Conisiderabli' more super

than the crowd whso hang around the Agri-
cultural Dlepartment day after dlay and get
practically everything done for them by the
State. Our mining territory shourd not be
left unexplored and unexploited for one day
longer thans is absolutely necessary. The ne-
glect of the mineral industry has contributed
to the unevenness of numbers in the constitu-
encies. I regret to say that the passage of
this Bill will almost stamp the imprint of
general decline on. Western Australia's min-
eral industry. It went forth to the Royal
Commissioners that that industry had long
ago reached its zenith, and that therefore its
representation must be reduced. That is not
a very statesmanlike attitude; any office-boy
could enunciate such a policy. We must re-
populate our depopulated mining areas by
the same means as are being adopted in other
directions. With the member for Leonora
(Mr. Heron) I would plead to the Premier
that he should in justice to his own good
name remove some of the anomalies from the
Bill. Personally I am quite disinterested.
I have a constituency which suits me, and
I suit my constituents. If the nodding mem-
ber for Gascoynoe (Mr. Angelo) doubts that,
he can come and have a try against me.

Mr. Angela: I was nodding my approval.
The Premier: We all agree that We suit

CUr respective constituents very well indeed.
Mr. LAMINBERT: Thea why this inhuman

haste to alter the conditions which obtain
to-day ?

The Premier: Personally I do not want
the slightest change.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are anomalies, and
T would welcome a change which would make
for the better. Still, there are many other
things upon which the Premier could engage
his time and his mind with more profit to
himself and' to the State than an endeavour
t) tiddly-wiak with a Redistribution of Seats
Bill, which can bring nothing but disfavour
Upon himself and upon Parliament. If it is
the hon. gentleman's considered opinion that
the measure should be passed, I hope he will
not he lacking in that, generons attitude to-
wards the House to which the House has
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always responded. t.trust he will, in a eon-
siderate mood, let the Bill go to a committee
for the removal of the stupid anomalies put
into it by the Royal Commission. The
Leader of rbe Opposition put the position
very well when he said that hie had either to
hupugan the integrity or recognise the stu-
pidity of the Commnissioners.

The Premier: T do not think hie meant
either.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Opposition Leader
rarely indulges ini language that hie does not
mean. He is not like sonme members on the
cross benches, who use language like turning
on a tap, or, wind themn up and they go. The
Leader of the Opposition rightly entered a
stiong protest from a goldields point of view
against the injustice of the Bill. I hope
sonme members opposite, whether they are
personally affected by the Bill1 or not, will
help us, if the m'ensure passes beyond the
second reading stage, to adjust some of the
.anomalieCs in Conmmittee. The Bill generally
has been dealt with very fully, and little TO-
mains to be said other than that every gold-
fields menmber should record up to the last
nmoment his unstinted antagonism to the
nmeasure, and his determination, if the Bill
passes its second reading, to try to preserve
for the people in the outer portions of the
State at all events Some Of that free repre-
sentation which they have enjoyed in the
past. I believe that if the Premier repre-
sented ant outer goldfields constituency, he
too would make an eloquent protest against
the anomalies in the proposed redistribution.
He is not altogether without a sense of ins-
tice and fairness, and I hope in his own
interests and for the better representation
of the State in Parliament, he will see to
it that the measure is not passed through
Committee until some of the glaring anom-
alies, to which attention has been drawn
during the debate, are rectified. Those
anomalies have been pointed out with an
absence of party feeling or hard words. I
trust members representing the country
constituencies will not be prepared to see
the outer goldfields sacrificed.

Hon. Mf. P. Troy: The very outer gold-
fields.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is those that I refer
to. Goldfields members have always been
prejpared to assist other representatives in
seeing that the best interests of the State
are conserved. Country members will ot
merit much praise if they slavishly follow
the Government into a den of iniquity. It
is all very well for the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) to talk, but-

Mr. Teesdale: You don't mind me sneez-
ing, do yout

Mr. LAMBERT: It is one of the very
few useful things you catn do.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: I sometimes look at the

member for Roebourne and wonder.
Mr. Teesdale: Yes, and I wonder too.
Hon. M. P. Troy: You are both wonders.

Air. LA2.IBF.RT: The member for Roe-
bourne and other Government supporters
should feel sntisfied with themselves and
their position under the Bill. If the measure
r-eaches the Committee stage, I trust they
wvill at least see that if they are to repre-
sent 900 people only, those people shall be
represented fair-ly. It is essential to adjust
some of the electoral boundaries so as to
bring several constituencies more into line
with other electorates. During the debate
on the Electoral Districts Act last year, T
pointed out to the members for Iteebourne,
Kimberley and Gascoyne respectively, that
it w-as something approaching barefaced
humibug for them to vote on that measure.

The Premier: They would not have done
their duty had they not done so.

Nir. LAMBIERT: 'To thieniselves?
The Premier: No, to the country.
Mr. LAMBERT: One could have seed

the country bleeding and weeping copiously
if they had failed to- vote!

Mr. Teesdale: If you only knew how the
public suffer when they hear you talkt

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Roe4

bourne should bark a little louder. As thosd
,members are practically immnune uinder the
Bill, they should permit other members who
arc affeced to vote on it.

Hon. M~. P. Troy: And hold their pence.
.\r. LA'\IBE T: I appeal to the Houe

on behalf of the mining industry, to revieWO
the work of the Commnission to some extent.
I ask Government supporters not to blindly
and stupidly vote with the Government on the
Bill.

The Premier: I would not say that, if you
want their support.

Mr. LAMBERT: I ask them not to be
stupid in blindly following the Premier, but
to agree to remove some of the anomalies in
the Bill. They should endeavour to provide
for better and fairer representation. Not-
withstanding that the numbers are on the
Government side to carry the measure if
they so desire, I warn Them. that a day of
reckoning will come and that day will be
about March next.

Mr. Angelo: Beware of the ides of March?
The Premier: I thought he meant the first

of April.
Mr. LAMBERT: Impartial as you are

in your present position, Mr. Speaker, you
can hardly use the illuminating language
of the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson), how-
ever telling it may have been, but I hope
you, with others, will recognise the spirit
of the debate and the moderation of the tone
in which it has been conducted. I trust you
will agree with us, that it is essential that
the House shall preserve the best traditions
of our Parliamentary institution and that
every hon. member be urged to do his best
to improve the Bill so as to give better re-
presentation to the electors of the State.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I move-
That thec debate be adjourned.
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Motion put and a division
following result-

Ayes .. . -

Noes .-

Majority for .

Mr. Angelo
Itr. Carter
Mirs. Cowan
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mir. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latnam
Sir Jatmes Mitchell

Mr. Aogwin
Mr. Cboesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
M r. Corboy
Air. Cunningham
Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes

AYES.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mri.

Mr.
Atr.
Mr.

NOES.
MIr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

taken with the

-- 22
-- 15

7.

Money
Pickering
Piesse
Sampson
Soaddan
J. H. Smith

Stubbs
Teesdale
J. Th'omnson
Underwood
Mullany

(Tiller.j

Lambert
Lu tey
Marshall
McCallum
Troy
Wllleocc
Munsie

(Totter.)

Motion thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 13th September; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Deportment of Lands and Repatriation
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell, Minister).

Vote-Lands and Surveys, £96,446 (partly
considered):

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.0]: The
other night we were advised by the temporary
Chairman of Committees that unless we took
advantage of the general discussion on this
vote it would be impossible to speak on group
settlement, since there is no vote under that
heading. Group settlement is the most im-
portant branch of present-day land develop-
ment, and it is the duty of any member who
can do so to tender assistan~e in the framing
of so important a policy. A good deal of
criticism of this subject bas been indulged
in, some of it highly inimical to group settle-
ment. Only the other day I was astounded
to see in a South-Westernt newspaper the re-
port of a condemnatory speech made by a
gentleman of responsibility. Whilst we may
have divergent viewvs on group settlement, I
think most people are convinced that it is
the only form of settlement by which we can
hope to develop the South-West. At all
events, it is the policy, not only of the Gov-
ernment, but of the party sitting behind the
Government. The cost of this development
has been widely criticised. The gentleman to

whom I have alluded Wondered who was going
to pay the cost, and told a sorry tale of de-
velopment in the South-West in years gone
by. The difficulties met with in developing
the South-West are very great to-day, bat not
nearly so great as they were 20 y-ears ago,
if only fdr the reason 'that we have the ex-
perience of the last 20 years as a guide.
Although the early pioneers of the South-
West were confronted with tremendous difll-
cuties, many of them have achieved success.
Therefore one may reasonably hope for the
ultimate success of the group settlement
policy. But the utmost possible care must
b3 exercised in expenditure on this form of
development. I have brought under the no-
tice of the Premier many instances in which
I thought improvement could be effected. It
is common knowledge that the cost of clear-
ing in the initial stages of group settlement

wa eymuch: greater than it is to-day.

Mr. PICKLRIWG: In spite of repeated
endeavours, have nlever been able to get
the actual figures from the Government, but
I believe the cost of clearing the first 25
acres was approximately £1,050.

IMr. NWillcoek: Was that fully or partially
clearedT

Mr. PICKERING: Fully cleared. Many
clearing experiments have been made by fore-
men of the groups. Surely, by this time a
decision has been arrived at as to which is
the best and cheapest way of clearing. On
some blocks in which miners have been inter-
ested, one finds that the use of explosives
has been great indeed. There are two de-
grees in which the use of explosives is un-
duly expensive: first when explosives arc
used in excess, and secondly when they are
not sufficiently used. The correct use of ex-
plosives could have been easily demonstrated,
and as a result the cost cut down. Within
the new boundaries of my electorate are 5
groups. I have intimate knowledge of many
of the groups, and so I ought to be able to
express a reasonable view as to the fitness
of the settlers. On the whole, those within
my electorate are of fine type. The suspen-
sions on accnount of unsuitability and unfit-
ness have been very few. It has been pre-
dicted by people in responsible positions that
the percentage of failures on the groups
would he fairly considerable. However, the
process of suspension will largely eliminate
the failures, qund the vacancies caused will be
filled by suitable men. The question as
to whether the men will leave the blocks
when the sustenance ceases is largely de-
pendent on the care exercised in the develop-
ment of the groups and the equipmient of the
individual blocks. If provision be made to
ensure fodder crops and fur-ish stock, there
will be no need to worry about settlers leav-
ing their blocks.

Mr. Willeock: But will that be done I
Mr. PIC~rRInG: I hope to deal with

these various phases in their order. From
experience I have found that settlers of the
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best type aire heart and soul in the move-
ment. It does not matter whether they come
from England, from Scotland, from Ireland
or from our own State, mast of the settlers
show a keen interest in their work. This is
the best indication we can have of the ulti-
mate success of group settlement. There is
need for the immediate provision of stock as
soon as the settlers get on to their blocks.
From the start they should be provided With,
at all events, one cow each, so as to meet the
milk requirements of the homes. The cost of
getting milk for their wives and families,' I
am assured by group settlers, represents 30s.
per month. Another immediate necessity is
the proper selection of seeds. From experi-
ence I know that one can get certain crops
to grow profitably in certain districts; and
the better the seed, the better the results will
be. Again, it is important to see that the
settlers use the right manures. In this respect
a lot of unwarranted expense has been in-
curred. Por instance, Thomas' superphosphate
has been sent to remote groups by nmotor car.
Sunch a manure should nfot be sent by trans-
port so costly. Had a inure intensive manure
been thus ti-an sported, the percentage of
freight cost would have been much lower.
There is urgent necessity for providing per-
manent homes on the group settlements be-
fore next winter. Large numbers of settlers
have had to endure hardship during tho past
winter as the result of having to live in
small temnporgry huts. The cost of the erec-
tion of the permanent buildings would be less
if the work were put in hand as soon as the
weather improves. Another point: the de-
partmeiit should avail itself of timber ob-
tainable at mills situated much closer to the
group settlement than are the State sawmills.
For instance, the mill at Ellis Creek is carry-
ing large, supplies of seasoned tinmber that
would be readily available to the groups be-
tvcen Nannup and Bussablton, and those lying
behind Busselton. That timber could be
landed on the spot much more cheaply than
timber froib the State mills.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:. From which State
mill? We have one actually on a group
settlement.

Mr. PICKEFRING: But that has no rail-
way communication as yet. 'Moreover, there
is no seasoned timber at the mill, and the use
of green timber in floors, partitions, and
mouldings is disastrous. NotWithstan ding
representations I made to the Premier months
ago, the roads to the group settlements are
in an appalling condition. It is impossible
so do anything with South-West roads during
the winter. In recognition of that, I ap-
proached the Premier on the subject last sum-
nmer. On the 24th March I wrote to him as
follows:-

24thlMarch, 192a. The Ron. the Premieor
Perth. Further to oar conversatimn of
yesterday, I desire to bring under your
nIotice thec following matters, which in say
opinion are vitally urgent, in connection
with the group settlement in the -3ussex

electorate. Thme one outstanding feature of
urgency is the matter of road construction
and repair, and as the -winter is rhawving
nigh, it would he absolutely necessary that
steps bep taken to obviate t repetition 3f the
deplorable experiences of last winter. Uf
something is not d]one immediately- in con-
nection with the low-lying groups, it will
be absolutely impossible to keep such
groups provided with the necessaries of life.
I have recently had an opportunity to visit
several of the groups, more particularly
Nos. 52, 44, 4S and 49. These groups, es-
pecialfly the three latter, are situnat-d on
low-lying country and can only be ap-
proached over plains which will lie tinder
water during the winter, as it is not to be
expected that the drainage will bie so far
advanced as to afford relief to these areas.
At present the roads to all these groups
are almost unapproachable and group 52,
which is on the Kaloorup-road, can only be
served by motor lorry ror the first seven
miles, after which it has to be hauiled by
dray, entailing extra handling. Great re-
lief can be afforded for the winter months
by clearing, forming and ditching the roads
in question, as the sand and light soil would
during the winter months probably con-
solidate and the question of gravelling and
metalling could be undertaken at a latter
stage. The roads generally throughout the
t8ussex electorate district extending from
Capel to Augusta have been more (or less
destroyed by the abnormal traffic conse-
quent upon group settlement and railway
construction, and roads that prior to thie
initiation of this policy were in good or
are now practically impassable. The
bridges and culvorts, which were built prior
to the introduction of motor lorry service,
were never constructed by the road hoard1
to meet such contingencies, and the conse-
quence is that the bridge at Carbanup, the
14-mile slabby bridge, and nearly e very
culvert are giving way under the stress at
traffic, and it is impossible for the road
hoards, with the revenue available, to do
anything to remedy this serious position. I
venture to say that in my opinion the sue-
cess of this group settlement policy will be
either retarded or expedited by the us-glect
of or attention to this very necessary r'has-.
As a matter of fact, the storekeepers of
Busselton and Cape] are Lahouring under
the greatest diffienities in keeping the groups
supplied to-dlay, and cannot contemplate the
maintenance of the servize during- the win-
ter unless these urgent works are carried
out.
H-on. W. C. Angwin: The groups dlo not

make suc-h heavy traffic- as Aint, do they?
11r. P[CXEEING: Yes.
1{on. IV. C. Angwvin: I can understand your

reference to the road boards not being able
to keep their roas in order.

'Mr. PICK ERIXOG: The bon. member has
seen the groups in progress and the enormnous
amnount of traffi over the roads. He has seen
the motors, 4-ton lorries and other vehicles
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carrying huge loads on roads that wrere never
designed to bear such heavy traffic.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I saw manures being
carted over the roads.

Mr. PICKERING: Manures, seed, build-

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: There were no build-
ings except the shanties.

MrI. PICKERING: Several groups have
the pennanent dwellings erected.

Hon. W. C. Angsvin: They might have
them erected now.

Mr. PICKERING: I am prepared to sub-
stantiate every statement in my letter.

Hon. AV. C. Aagwin: But you said that
was the position last March.

Mir. PICKERIG:- If the hon. mnember
has any doubt he may verify my statements.

Hun. W. C. Angwin: I was there in Janu-
ary.

,%Jr. PICKERING: The roads were not
too bad then. I have read this portion of my
letter because the result has been entirely as
I forecasted. I venture to say that the cost
of keeping the groups provided with store~s
has been more than doubled in consequence
of the neglect of road facilities. A lot of
money has beeni spent on forming roads in
the groups that might well have been spent on
forming roads to the groups. That wvas the
great error made, because there is not the
same occasion for roads in the groups as lhcre
is for roads between the main thoroughlfares
and the groups. -My road has neve-r been
made and it consists of eight miles of track
through the bush, but to carry the enormnons
amiount of traffic that a group entails, it is
essential that proper roads be eonstriucted.
The Premier's excuse was that he had not
the money to provide these roads, but the
sehemie should he big enough to carry the
money necessary for road construction. It
should be part of any such policy to give the
people proper road facilities. Colonel Brazier,
speaking in the South-West the other da.y,
pointed out the impassibility of road boards
dealing with this problem. It is time sonme-
thing was done to rectify the position; in
fact the matter should have been token in
hand years ago.

The Premier: We have spent more money
on roads in your electorate than has been
spent for many years.

Mr. PICKERING: And a lot of it has
been spent unwisely.

The Premier: Of course, it was all badly
spent.

Mr. PICKERING: I do niot say Mhe whole
of it was badly spent. Another matter that
requires attention is drainage. This must be
pushed on with the utmost expedition if the
groups to be served are to get the benefit of
it before next winter. These are urgent works.
This is the only opportunity I shall hrive to
deal with the matter, and it is my duty to the
people of my electorate to urge those things
essential to the success of the groups. f have
asked for particulars of the cost of roads and
drainage, but have not been able to get them.
I believe that a letter is now on its way to

mae describing how thme costs are to he allo-
cated. I1 realise the difficulty of allocating the
costs because of the varied obligations aris-
Ing in connection with different groups. 1
believe it is the earnest desire of the qOovon
meat to allocate the costs as justly as is pos-
sible, but this Only bears out the contention
I have voiced in this Chamber before, of the
nee~sityv for adopting an accurate system of
bookkeeping.

The Premier: We have an accurate systom
of bookkeeping.

'Mr. PICKERING0: If that is so, it -will
be a step towards settling a big question. The
group settlers themselves :ire alluding to the
difficulty of allocating the costs and are ak
ing for an explanation as to how it i4 to b)e
overcome. I hadl to find soneic nswer.

The Premier: They can osk the biten and
gct the in format ion.

Mr. P[CKER1NO: Thoy can ask the offlce
but they cannot get the informiation. The
Lands Departmnunt is the most difficult de-
prtmOUt Of all from which to get ieplies,
and the Premier knows it.

The Premier :I do not know it.
Mr. PICKERING: The Preniier does

know it.
Thme Preniler; Is anything else wrong?
'Mr. PICKERING: It is my duty to see

that things wrong are pet right. The P're-
miler would liku ats to sit here and bestow
upon him all the adulation possible, oven to
bow down and worship him.

The Premier: Thank God I am not called
upon to suffer that humiliation.

Mr. PICKERING: If there is anything
wrong, I shall draw attention to it with a
view to getting it remedied. I am determined
to do that.

Hona . W. C. Angwia: It is impossible to
do everything at once.

MrT. PiKERING:- But tlheso things should
be done as speedily as possible. The member
for North-East Fremtantle is a good tLpooGairt
for the Premier.

The CIIAIIAN: Thme Premier is not on
the Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING: Ile is the Minister
responsible and I think I am entitled to
speak to him when discussing these matters.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member inust
addfres-s tlte Chair nd not the Premier.

Mr. PICKERING: Then I say to you,
Mr. Chairman, that the nember for North-
East Frenman tle is a good apologist for the
Premier.

The Premier: He always speaks the truth.
Mr. PICKER[NG: I am not preplared to

go that far.
"Mr. Corboy: We shall remember that when

he is talking about the Premier's party dur-
ing the next elections.

'Mr. PICKERING: I impress upon the re-
sponsible Minister the need for carefully
selecting the sidings for groups when the
railway is heing constructed. I have had ex-
perience of the necess-ity for changing the
position of 'railway sidings. This should
not be necessary if proper care is ex-
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ercised to fix the sidings so that they will
suit the groups they are intended to serve. 1
trust the responsible 'Minister will bear this
in mind. I have previously referred to the
need for hospital accommodation. On inquiry
at the group settlement office to-day, I as-
certained that there are 25 groups that could
be served by the Margaret River hiospital.
This is a very urgent matter indeed, 1-ecinse
provision must be made for the casualties
and maternity eases from the groups. At pre-
sent there is no railway communication from
the Margaret River to Busselton, and even if
there were, the Eusselton hospital could not
deal with this big influx of population. Steps
should be taken inimed'iately to provide a hos-
pital at the Margaret River.

The CHAIRINA'N: Would not that come
under hospitals?

Mr. PICIKERING: This would be purely
a group hospital.

The CH AIRMAN: It is not in order to
discuss hospitals on the Lands and Surveys
Vote.

',\r. PICKERING: I was taking the op-
portunity to deal with this question becausd
it is due to the group settlements that this
additional hospital accommodation is neces-
sary.

The CHAIRMAN: I can quite understand
it if you desire to refer to anything re-
garding group settlement connected with the
Lands Department, but hospitals have noth-
ing to do witl, the Lands Department.

Mr. PICKERING: It would be impossible
to carry out the group settlement policy un-
less some provision w-ere made in this direc-
tion. I shall not labour the question. There
are 25 groups in urgent need of these facili-
ties and 20 groups that will come within thd
scope of the Busselton hospital. I was ser-
iously thinking of moving the adjournment
of the House to enable it to be considered
as a matter of urgency, and I think I axd
justified-

The CHAIRMAN: I must disagree with
you.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think you can.
The CHAIRMA'N: If the bon. member

persists, I shall rule him out of order.
Mr. PICKERIN\G: I shall regret that

very much. You are forcin~g me into this
position-

The CHAI.RMAN: If every ban. member
dlid as you arc doing, Ave should make no
progress with the business and I must ask
y-ou to refrain from further referring to that
matter.

Mr. PICKERING: The question of group
settlement is of vital importance to the State
.and anything that appertains to its success
should receive earnest consideration. The
Minister for Lands is responsible for group
settlement. It is of no use going to any
other Minister on any subject affecting
group setlemnut because one is at once re-
ferred to the Premier as the Minister who
finds the money. That is why I have touched
on these mattesrs at this stage rather than

dleal with them whlen, other votes were being
considered. It is important to have a Min,-
ister devoting the whole of his time to group
settlement.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is in
order in proceeding on those lilies.

Mr. PICKERIlNG: I am satisfied that un-
less close and concentrated attention is given
to the minute details associated with group
settlement, these propositions will be over-
enpitallised, and if they lie over-capitalised,
that is tlhe rock on which the sviheme will
split. That is why I am so earnest in this
matter. I wish members to clearly under-
stand my attitude towards group settle-
merit. I ani heart andi soul in favour of this
policy and shall do all I can to help it to a
sucessful issue. I wish now to read the
concluding passage of my letter to the Pre-

roior, in order to sh~ow that what I have
stated here to-night, I have previously put
up to the Premier:-

Whilst I am bringing these matters un-
der your immediate notice, I desire to as-
sure you that I am not doing so with any
other object than that of giving my best
services and assistance to a policy that
has my most complete endorsement, and
I am at all times discouraging unneces-
sary or frivolous complaints and will not
listen to unreasonable demands. I there-
f ore trust that you will view the foregoing
as being the result of my experience and
conviction and worthy of your immediate
and favourable consideration.

In spite of all my efforts to bring these ur-
gent and pertinent matters before the Pre-
mlier the roads are still not down, the drains
not built, and the experience of the settlers
dluring this winter has been almost unspeak-
able. The costs have been increased beyond
all measure. I hope the experience of last
winter will show the Premier the urgency
of the position, and induce him to tackle
this road construction, this lack of drainage,
and the question of proper homes for the set-
tlers before next winter comes.

Airs. COWAN (West Perth) [9.30]: Do
you rule, Mr. Chairman, that it is out of
order for a ,member to speak on such matters
as medical attention at the group settlementst
If so, it is very little use my attempting to
speak on the subject at this time. There
must be somec vote under which we can dis-
cuss such matters, especially as many of us
have received letters dlrawing attention in the
strongest possible way to the needs of the
settlers. If we wish these people to be con-
tented and happy on their groups the Pre-
mtier must be made to understand the neces-
sity for attending to details such as have
been mentioned by the member for Sussex.
I have spoken upon these mnatters myself.
Complaints have been voiced to us as mem-
bers, as well as to organisations in which we
are interested, showing the small efforts that
,appear to hmave been put forward for the
comfort of settlers. A dwelling loft. by Sft.
(lees not seem very palatial. I understand
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they used to be 2Oft. by Sit. Daivided into
two. They frequently have no window, It
is understood that the setflers will put in
windows of calico. I do not raise any ob-
jection to that, Is it not pnotihle to provide
extra shacks for mealical purposes, or for
temporary hospita)n? These could be put up
on the group settlements very cheaply, and
would enlable thle people to have sonme of
the decencies of cirilisation in their present
rough surroundings. Urgent eases of sickness
may arise at any time, and do arise. The
setilers incury a good deal of risk at present,
and thle provision of sueth medical facilities
would he of very great help, especially to
the women on the settlements.

Thle Colonial Secretary:. There is a mia-
ternity hospfital in Busselton.

The OIA [RMINAN: The question can bet-
ter be discussed uinder the Vote "Department
of Public Health)'

Mrs. COWNAN\: I wvill reserve any further
remarks I have to make, and thle correspond-
ence I have to read, until then.

Hon. M.\, P. Troy: Probably you are not
aware, 'Mr. Chairman, that the Department of
Public Health has nothing to do with group
settlements.

Mrs. Cowan : That is the trouble.
Rion. M. P. Troy: I do not want the ob-

jection raised, wh~en we come to the votes
controlled by the Coloniail Secretary, that the
discussion is outside the province of the Mini-
ister, but within that of the Premier. Group
settlements are administered by the Premier,
who is supposed to make full provision for
medical, health, etc.

Mrs. Cowan: He does not make any pro-
vision for that.

The CHAIRMAN: Do you dispute my
ruling?

Hon. H.L F. Troy: It is not desired to
dispute your ruling. I also have some co-r-
respondence regarding these matters, but I
do not wvant the Colonial Secretary to say
later on that it has nothing to do 'with him.

The CHAIERMAN: I will see that an op-
portunity is given to members to discuss this
question.

Mrs. COWV AN: I do not complain that I
have no0t had fair play. I have endeavoured
ini other ways to impress upon the Premier
andr the Colonial Secretary the necessity for
something being done in this direction. If
you, Sir, say 1 cannot deal with tflese matters
now, I will wait until later, unless I am to
be ruled out of order then.

The Premier: How can you be ruled out
of order?

Mrs. COWAN: It is no use the Premier
being annoyed. I hare spoken to him about
all this before.

The Premier: You come about them almost
every dlay.

M.%r. J. If. SMITH (Nelson) [9.3.51:
presume 1. must discuss the qubstion of group
settlements later on.

The CHAIRMAN: Now is the time for
that,

Mr. J. H1. SMITH: I also want to talk
about muedical attention at the group settle-
inents.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow the
question of hospitals and schools to be dis-
cussed under tbis vote.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This is the only op-
portunity we have of discussing the expendi-
ture on group settlements.

The CHAIRMA'N: You can discuss group
settlements.

'Mr. J1. H. SMITH: I would draw the at-
tention of the Premier to the minutes of tho
meeting held in Bunhury some time ago re-
garding soldier settlement. The soldiers are
having a bad time in respect to their interest
and eapitalisation charges, and the R.S.L.
luis taken up their ease. There is not a
great dleal to complain of Coneeriiing the
groups in my electorate, except as to the de-
plorable. condition of the roads. -Possibly the
t'reuuier is not interestedI in the question of
roads, or 'whether the groups are :iarving
or ijot, or whether they get hogged or
drowned. Ministers are not very attentive
when a member tries to point out some of the
difficulties under which the settlers are living.
T shouldI like the 'Minister for Works to send
his engineers over some of the r~ads they are
responsible for.

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
they built the roads?

Mr. J7. H. SMITH: The Minister's engin-
eers did.

The Mfinister for Works: They did not.
Mr. T1. H. SMITH: I understand Engin-

eer Young is one of his officers.
The Mlinister for Works: Yes, but he is

getting old.
Mr. J. H. SITH: Apparently the Minis-

ter lent him to the group settlements. It is
the po!iey to settle people on the laud many
miles from a railway, and to promise them
railways but not to build them. Men have
gone nut into the country in the hope of
making good when the railway came along.
In the meantime the Agricultural Bank ad-
vances them money against their holdings.
A-fter working and waiting in vain for a
railway many of these settlers have abank-
doned their holdings, which have come back
into the hands of the bank. New arrivals
conic here and select these properties, which
are from -9.5 to 30 miles from a railwvay.
When they get to their holdings they find
they van get no advances. Thle money oriz-
inally loaned upon the bloclks has been
squandered. The fences are dilapidatedl, and
very likely the adjoining settlers have takens
away the wire and wire netting to put oni
their own lands. All the clearing that was
done has gone for noughlt, for the country is
again over-ran with scrub. I visited the
Agricultural Bank to get an advance of £230
for a Afr. W. G. Tracey, of "The Chase,"
lfanjimup. This nian is a hard worker, and
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is settled onl heavily timbered country. The
bank promised to advance £250 for cows,
manure, seed, spring cart and horse, but it
advanced only £100. The authorities seem
to expect these settlers, situated up to 30
miles from a railway, to carry their food on
their backs, and their produce, if any, to
market on their backs. This sort of thing
amounts to a squandering of public. money.
It breaks the hearts of the people who would
in miore favoured localities make good set-
tiers. I wilt read a letter datefl the 11th
September, from Mr. Tracey, as follows:-

I amn sorry to trouble you again in re-
ference to my case, but ais you so kindly
took an interest in it previously, I trust
you will be able to assist mie again, so
will endeavour to explain. I informed you
that the Agricultural Banik had granted
'he the Lull £250 when you previously in-
tervened. However, shortly afterwards,
I received a letter from them infor-ming
Die that it was a clerical error, and my
loan was increased by £;100 only. There-
fore, it left me without the ploughI, har-
rows, seed and manure, really thle most
important things of all to give mnn the
necessary start. I have 19 acres fully
cleared, and amt just completing another
four acres.

This is heavily timbered country.
I also have in miy possession two horses
and harniess, and have on order a good
pedigreed cow and buggy.
Hon. M. F. Troy: Hle wants aL spring cart

in addition to a buggy.
Mr. . R. SMITHE: The letter continues-
These are out of the £100 which you so
kindly obtained for me. Owing to the
other £50 not being granted, I anm worse
off than before, as I have 23 acres of fully
cleared land lying idle, and am sorry to
say I cannot afford to seed and manure
this out of my own pocket at present. I
have built a four-roomed house with 8f t.
verandah, also piggeries, and have posts
inz ready to erect 1,000 yards of divisional
fencing. The fencing I have carted and
have on thle pla'ce. I have no particular
wish to leave here after doing all this
work, and with the possibilities of a railway
I would very muckl like to carry on, but
must obtain the following assistance if
I am to renia:-£100) for fully clearing
seven acres, £50 for seed, manuire and ira-
plemrents, and £50 for three cows. I shouild
not purehase cows until I have feed next
season. I wonder if you would kindly
intervene on my behalf when it is conven-
ient for you. Then if the hank will assist
mie as piroposed above, I shall require no
further assistance, and I am sure I can go
ahead. But it is absolutely essential I
get this area laid down in clovers, grasses,
etc., early next season so as to prevent fur:
ther delay. I would not apply for clearing
loan, but am unable to obtain any -work
in this district, so0 Must Partly rely on
that to carry me on for a time, If you
cannot arrange anything with Ifr. Me-

Thirty, thea I do not object to re-selectingc
as the beard previously mentioned.

The bank suggested that he should re-select.
If hie does so it will mean more money wasted
until another man comes -along, and he, too,
will have to go round in the same old circle.
The letter continues-

I do not wish to roam. about. I have a
wife and little hey, and wish to settle
down, and after doing all this wvork on the
property and placing it on a Sound footing,
I don't really feel like leaving it. If the
bank cannot advance this 2-00, then I
would be pleased to have full particulars
from Mr. MeLarty of a good mnixed farm-
ing pro perty near the railway. I have not
forwarded thle necessary fees for the £200U,
hut will do so as soon as I hear from the
greneral manager. I would be pleased to
hear from the general manager as early as
conveniient, as if I must re-select I would
like to do so immediately, so as to prevent
further waste of time and money downi
here. I sincer-ely trusFt 1 %1u not putting
you to too mutch trouble by asking you to
assist me, and I would be very pleased if
YOU Could let nie know anythting ilL refer-
eace. to the railway, as whatever happens,
I may possibly try to hold this property
if it is only a matter of two or three -years.
Trusting you will be able to oblige with-
out inconveniencing yourself in any way.
The Premier: Who wrote that letter!
Mr. .1. H. SMITH: Mr. W. G. Tracey, of

"The Chase,'' Manjimup.
The Premier: What is the date of that

letter?
Mr. 5. R. SMTITH: The 13th September.

Hero is another letter I hav-e from a new
settler 30 miles from a railway-

I an writing you as the member for my
district, in thea hope that you can obtain
justice for Me in my ease against the De-
partment of ILands and Surveys in the
first ease, and secondly against the Agri-
cultural Bank. I landed at Premantlc as
a nominated immigrant on the 2nd April,
19)22, and p~roceeded to Manjimup, where
my brother -in-law, Mr. W. Tracey, was
working for Miss Strachan of Calder
Green. I obtained work here, and stayed
on with Miss Strachian for air months. I
then left lier, on the 4th October, and wnt
to stay at "'The Chase,'' Mr. Tracey's
selection, during the opossum season. On
the 17th September I had written to the
Lands Office, Bridgetown, and applied for
Nelson Location 5,094. I received an ans-
wer dated 25th September, in which I was
informed that this Location was open,
and that if I still wished to apply for it
I was to send in enclosed form and de-
posit of £3 7s. Tn December I wrote to
the Agricultural Bank to inquire with re-
gard to a loan for clearing, etc. On the
90th December Mr. Tracey and myself
received a visit from Inspector Doust of
the. Agricultural Bank. He gave me in-
formation about the loan, -and showed me
what land to clear. He told me that I should
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have no trouble about obtaining a loan of
£100 for clearing and ,riugbarking, and
that the block was mine as soon as I ap-
pilied for it. He then qiged my spplh'-
tion form, both for the location an d the
bank loan, and departed. Of course, tak-
lug for granted that the bank inspector
would know what be was talking about
and would have some anthorit, I began
work on the blocks, and started totally
clearing 7 acres of ringlarked country.
I put in two months on the block, living
meanwhile with 'Mr. Traccy. Then in
M\arch I started work at M1r. Lloyd 'a farm,
Riverview, where I am at present working.
On the 11th 'Mardi, 1923, 1 received a
letter from the Agricultural Bank inform-
ing me that the trustees could not see
their way clear to grant me a loan, This
after working 10 weeks They gave no
reason at all, and I don't really see how
they could give me a reason, unless it was
that the location is 80 Imiles fruu thle
railway. In any case, they granted M Ir.
Tracey's loan, although they made a fuss
about it until he wrote to you; and I be-
lieve he now has the full loan granted to
him. The climax came on the 14th of
'March, when I heard from a neighbour
that I could not take up the location. Next
week I heard from another source that a
forest ranger had been down to inspect
the block. On the 14th April I had an
official notification from Perth, dated the
28th 'March, that my application must be
cancelled as the Conservator of Forests,
objected to the alienation of the land re-
ferred to, in spite of the fact that Loca-
tion 5094 was an abandoned block, its
previous holder being a 'Mr. Dodds, the
improvements being as follows:-8 acres
cleared, 7 acres ringbarked, I well, 10
chains of drainage.

There are page~s upon pages of that kind of
matter. The settler has done considerable
work, but the Agricultural Bank have turned
hun down. Having gonec into the matter with
the Lands Departmeat. I received the fullu-kng letter fronm that departmieiit at the end of
August: -

With reference to the attached letter
from M,%r. G. T. B. Sibley; I beg to in-form
you that all land in this district is openf
for selection, subject to a report by the
Forests Departmeat, and in this tmse thle
Conservator of Forests reported that Loca-
tion 5094 carried a considerable quantity
of tarni and jarrab timber and], under tile
circumstances, lie could not agree to its
being alienated. f regret, therefore, that
this dei,artment cannot .kpprove of thke land1
being granted to M.%r. Sibley.

As thme member for 'Katanning (Mr. A. Thom-
son) said the other evening, there seeing to he
a Jack of co-ordination bettween the various
departments. After the man has done all the
work, ho discovers that the Forests ])epart-
ment have the land held up for the sake of
the timber on it. He has written to Me again,
this time asking whether the Premier cannot

do something in the matter, There is, an-
other matter I wish to talk about, though
what one says does not seem to cut much ice.
T refer to the loek of laud in mty disttrict for
farmers' sons. M[any of them arc anable to
secure land. I know of cases in my own dis-
trict where the sons have lieen obliged to go
to other parts of the State in order to obtain
land. They do not care to go onl group settle-
meats, for which practically the wvhomle of the
South-West is tied up. Again, there is the
mnatter of certain lands which have been held
about Bridgetown for 40 or 50 years. The
ownem-s of those lands, rendlered nervo;)s ky a
Bill which was defeated in another phace last
session, decided to offer them to the Govern-
meat, who, notwithstanding expert advice as
to tile qJuality Of the Vounltry, tuirne'd the
offer down. If the Government, had bonught
those lands, they would have inunlediately been
taken up by settlers who had made zood. Let
us look after our own before we look after
peol~uilc front uoversrn. When the whole thing
has been analysed, there arc none better than
our own Australiani-born sons for settlement
on our lands.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (N,.orth-East Fee-
mantle) [9.541]: The Estimates iatroduced
this year again place us in the same position
ais we found ourselves in last year, with re-
ference to three important branches con-
trolled by the Lands Departument, I icfer to
the Agricultural Bank, Soldier Settlement, and
group settlement. TI no other instance is
any amount id the expenditure in these three
eases charged to revenue. Yet we find that
the losses of the Industries Assistance BoaIrd
for last year amounted to £28,194. That
money has to come from somewhere.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It is being funded into
the defliit

Rion. W. C. ANIIWIN: As regards soldier
settlement, there are also some heavy losses.
We have no opportunity of discussing any
item of them owing to the ztanuer in which
the EstitUates are presented. In the course
of the report regarding soldier settlement it
is stated that in view of thu fact thiat the
scheme is drawing to a close it is interest-
ing to note that at the end of last June the
number of abandonments was 348, and that
127 eases of redisposat. of properties involved
a loss of approximately £14,000, including
principal and interest. The money has to
com~e from Somewhere.

The Premier: It comes out of a special
fund.

laon. W. C. ANGWEN: In order to pre-
vent discussion of these matters, all the de-
partment have to do is to transfer the ex-
ymeediture from revenue to loean or suspense
account. Then members of this Chamber aril
debarred from criticising closely the Esti-
mates placed before them. The report fur-
timer says the boa-rd regret tme necessity for
calling attention to the fact that tihe in-
terest obligations of soldier settlers are not
being met to the extent that might be ex-
pected, more especially in the case of repur-
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chased properties which were immediately
productive at the time Of occupation. The
interest outstand ing at the end of the finan-
cial year, tile report states, amounted to a
total of £281,317. Further, we are told that
the board are making inquiries into each
case of arrears, wvith a view to placiag- mat-
ters on a more satisfactory footing.

The Premier: That amount would include
the interest for the half-year.

lion. WV. C. ANOWIN:- I object to the
Estimates being introduced in such a formt
as to debar memnbers front discutssitig the
separate votes. Thle result of submitting the
Estimates in. their present formA is that all
we can discuss in. a general way out of this
expenditure is the sum of £104,296. Thle Ag-
ricultural Bank, soldier settlement, and group
settlements should have been taken. out of
these Estimatas and placed in tine Loan Esti-
mates, if the nioney is coining front loan;
and then we would have had an opportunity
of discussing those three brnnches. "f, osn
the other hand, tine nmoney comes out of re-
venue, the three branches should be placed
under revenue. The present practice is wrong,
and should be stopped. The question of dis-
cussing the three branches was raised list
Year before you1, Mr. Stubbs, and you then
said that you Wvould give members an oppor-
tunity- of discussing them. However, the
ruling given the other evening n-as to the op-
posite effect. Last year the Industries A ssist-
ance Board wrote off bad debts to the extent
of £33,243. That money has to come from
somewhere. It munst be paid out of soe
vote. Probably the only chance we shall
have of dealing with that expenditure
will be an itemn under IDevelopment of
Agriculture, which will include assist-
ance 'udider the Industries Assistance Act.
The report of the Industries Assistance Board
is very interesting. It is only on rare occa-
sions that we have a. report from the Agri-
cultural Bank, and we are not in a position,
therefore, to know the amount of interest
outstanding in connection with tie bak's
opt-rations. The Industries Assistance Board
is a good institution for providing money
towards Consolidated Revenue. There could
not be a better one, because all they have to
do each year is to pay amounts owing to Gov-
ernment departments out of loan moneys,
making the settler pay S per cent. -.interest
ondT thus wiping off the amounts owing to the
batik.

The Premier: The rate is not 8 per cent.,
and in any case we pay only on good ac-
counts.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: We are not in a
position to know if that is so, for we have
not the report of the Agricultural Bank be-
fore uts so that we may compare the transac-
tions of the two instiitutions. Since 1914A15,
when the Industries Assistance Board was
established, £465,205 l~s. 7d. has been paid
to the Agricultural Bank for interest only
on ordinary accounts.

The Prenmier: Why not? Only good se-
counts are dealt with.

Hon. WV. C. ANueWIN: Regarding soldier
settlers' accounts, £95,331 15s. Id. was paid.
These figures shon, the advantage of continui-
ig thle Industries Assistance Act to allow
Government departments to make good their
positions easily. 'While we have this system
in operation, we will not have as effective a.
scrutiny regarding the amouat of loans made
as we would have if the Agricultural Bank
had to see that the interest was fairly paid
at thle end of each year. If they bad to do
that, they would be more careful about the
accounts and tile loans made. Regarding
water rates, £48,029 has been paid.

The Premier: You did that when you were
a Minister.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The financial year
1914-15 was the most difficult we had. Thte
amount tranisferred then was £33,565, whereas
irn 1922-23 it was £43,979. The payments re-
specting soldier sottlers' accounts wvith thle
Agricultural Sank totalled £650,975 last year.
These show that the numbers are less, but in-
terest transferred was more.

Thle Premier: Interest charges were higher.
Eon. W. C. ANOWIN I admit that the

interest charges are higher now than they
were then, but the rate only started to in-
crease to an important figure in 1916 when
weC went out of office.

Mr. Latham: They paid more to the Lands
Department than in 1922.

Hon. W. C, ANOWIN: Yds, it was
£81,456 in 1914-16 and £ 29,900 last year.
I object, however, to the way the Elstimates
arc introduced. Departmental Estinmates
should not be introduced in such a way that
members are debarred, under the Standing
Orders, from dealing With the various de-
partmnents concerned.

The Premier: Those departments are under
special Acts.

Lion. W. C. ANGWTN: I admit that, but
they were not dealt with under special Acts
for the purpose of preventing Parliament
from iscussing these operations.

Hon. M,. F. Troy: It would be ridiculous
if that were the position.

Hon. W. C, ANOWIN: Moreover, these
dsifficulties are overcome by the instances I
am discussing by transferring amounts, one
to suspense and another to loan, thus bal-
ancing the account.

The Premier: No.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is so. We find

that the vote for the Agricultural Bank is
£E85,196, less recoups by other departments
£13,000, leaving the net vote £27,196. Of
that amount £36,098 is transferred to the
Industries .Assistance Act Suspense and
£36,098 to the Agricultural Bank Trust Fund,
thus 'wiping out the amount. The same thing
applies to the group settlement and the
soldier settlement schemes, with the excep-
tion of the fact that the transfers are to
loan. I have not the least doubt that some
moey has been expended out of revenue.

The Premier: If that were so, the items
would have to be shown in these Estimates.
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You know the Agricultural Bank is under a
special Act, anid charges 1 per cent, more
than it pays, to corer costs.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Perhaps so, but I
am justified ir lodging objections to the
method adopted in introducing these Esti-
mates. We would be acting wisely if we
rejected the V'otes so that they could be
placed before us in a proper way.

The Premier: They cannot be presented
in any other form.

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIX : We should hare the
departmental reports before us; we could
then study the position and ascertain if
there is any leakage. We are not given that
opportunity now. I had hoped to find ani
alteration in the method this year, but we
are disappointed.

Mr. WItLLCOCK (Ceraldton) [10.7]- It
has been cus~tomnary for Ministers, when in.
troducing their Estimates, to give some in-
dication as to the policy to be adopted dur-
ing the ensuing year. That method has been
departed from this year.

The Premier: I did that when introducing
the Estimates.

Mr. WIULCOCK: The Piemnier dealt moje
with the financial aspect than with prospec-
tire land settlement and the steps to be taken
to carry out thie Government's policy during
the year. Although the Premier made some
-reference to land settlement in the Budget
Speech, We could not get details from his
statement on that occasion regarding lanrld
settlement or the figures we are entitled to
expect relative to the area of land available
for selection.

The Yromnier: You want a photograph of
each block.

Mr. WILLCOOC: Nothing of the kind.
The Minister controlling the Lands Depart-
ment should tell the Committee how munch
land is available for settlement, and give
particulars, so that mnembers might have the
necessary inf'wrmation. To-night the mem-
ber for -Nelson (Mr. T. H. Smith) informed
us that land was nlot available in his district
for the children of settlers in that area. The
same thing applies to my own district. There
are many men desirous of takin~g up land,
and the Premier tells us there is plenty of
land available. I. cannot find plenty of land
available in thlis State, much less in my own
district. One would naturally conclude that
the present discussion would furnish the op-
portunity to the Premier to give us particu-
lars on these points. Instead of that, 'we are
asked to pass ai vote representing the expen-
diture of £06,000 and no information is fur-
nished to members. Three or four years ago
the policy- of the Governmeat, apparently,
was in favour of closer settlement of the
lands in proximity to existing railways. On
two occasions, a Bill was introduced to give
effect to that policy, but because the Legisla-
tire Council dlid not agree to the Govern-
ment 's proposals, the whole policy has been
thrown overboard. The Legislative Council

has been alloined to dictate the policy of the
Government. Unless the Government were
hypocritical in introducing those Bills, simply
because tho, Legislative Council opposed the
measures and Country Party members also
opposed them, that policy has been jettisoned.

The Premier: You should not say that.
The Bills were passed in this Chamber uid
strong support came from Country Party
members.

Mr. WILLOOCK: There was strong op-
position fromt the Country Party members.

Mr. Lathaim: No, there was not.
Mr. WIhLCOCK: Yes, there was.
Tme Premier: You opposed it yourself.
Mr. WILLCOCE: I favoured the Bill and

desired it to go much further.

Mr. Hughes called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

[Mr. Angelo took tme Chair.]

Mr. WJ[LLCOCK: While a peculiar policy
has beeni pursued by the Premier regarding
these Estimates, I find also that the Country
Party, whose members are supposed to have
at heart the interests of the people on the
land, anid who a-re particularly interested
in the Government's land policy, is only re-
presented by one member in the Chamber at
the present time, That is not a good adver-
tisement for the Country Party who pose as
champions of primary production and land
development. When such a Vote is being
discussed they show their eathusiasm, or
rather their want of enthusiasm, by staying
outside. If they do not care to listen to
criticism of time land policy, it does not
concern me very much, but in the interests
of the constituents they claim to represent,
the least the)- canl do is to remain in the
Chamber while this vote is being dliscussed.

Mr. Lathain- They will be here when a
division is taken.

Mr, WILLOOCK: The Government em-
braced a policy of closer settlement until two
or three years ago, when the Premier found
he could not get the support of the Legisla-
tire Council for that policy. iHe then jetti-
sonled it, and started on this new and expen-
sive group settlement policy.

The Premier: I suppose it doesn't happen
to suit Gersldton.

Mr. WILLUOCK: The Premier, knowing
the Geraldtoa district, knows that there is in
that district an area that 1Would absorb 400
or 500 families and give them better pros-
pects of success than obtain in the South-
West. I refer to the Greenough Fiats.

The Premier: The Greenough Flats are
held in small areas.

'Mr. WILLCOCK: Not now. The Green-
ough Flats are going back into large estates.
Areas which 30 years age were held by 100
families are steadily getting into fewer and
fewer bands.
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The Premier: When I was there the hold-
ings were very small.

_-r. IL G(:They are 11ot Usanll
ta-day. In a few years' time tLis, the richest
agricultural district in the State, wvill bo in
comparatively few hands. If the Premier
wvants closer settlement that will give rapid
development, there is not a better district
in the State than the Greenough Flat;, and
with them the Irwin district. People who
know the value of agricultural land are
unanimously agreed that the G reenough
Flats, if situated anywhere else in Australa,
would be worth from £15 to £20 per acre.
Only last month some of that ]and was sold
at £19 10s. per acre. The Premier's. own
brother is subdividing some of it with a view
to closer settlement. Fifty years ago officers
of the Imperial Government recognised the
value of that ]and, declaring that 40 acres
of it was sufficfient to afford a family a good
livinig. Thousands of acres were cut Up into
small areas by the Imperial Goveriment for
the accommodation of ex-imperial soldiers
who had served iii the Crimea and other big
camipaigns. The Minister for Agriculture
and his brother, the menber for Irwin (Mr.
C, C. Maley) can support me when I say
it is one of the richest agricultural districts
in the State. There is there a most promis-
ing field for closer setleomeut. Group settle-
ment in the South-West is going to cost an
immense amount of money, and a consider-
able number of years -will have to elapse
before a full return is secured. The land is
good enough, but not for many -years can it
be brought into full productivity. For a
million years, bark containing tannie acid has
been deposited oil that land, with the result
that the Boil is soured and will take -years
to Sweeten.

Mr. Mfoney: -Where is thist
Mr. WJELLOOCIC In the big-timbered

country being clenared at present, the red
gum and karri coGuntry being utilised for
closer settlement.

Mr. Money: But in red gum country the
first crop is the best crop.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But they are not using
nlt red guni country, unyhow.

Mr. M1oney: The best potato crop is always
tile first crop.

Mr. WILLOOCK: The first crop of any-
thing is not bad. Snndplain, poor hungry-
looking country, will grow a. first crop1 but it
has to be cultivated and manured for years
to bring it into full productivity. The hon.
member will know that one can get a crop
off almost any land in the first instance,
but that after a year or two a great deal of
manuring and sweetening is required. The
same thing applies to the wheat lands. The
Greenough and the Irwin Flats offer a very
much better field f or the investment of
money. Whether we can afford to develop
the South-West by the expensive process nowv
being tried is debatable. It means years of
hard labour, and the first generation can
never hope to get much of a return from land
pioneered in this way. Whether the South-

W~est can stand the immense capital cost in-
voived, will only he determined years hence
Maniy people have grave doubts about it.

The Premier: They once had thie same
grave doubts about the wheat belt.

Mr. WILLOOCK: People have ma-le good
in the wheat belt, and there is any amount of
laud there, perhaps a million acres of it, with-
in reasonable proximity of existing railways,
remaining to be utilised.-

The Minister for Works: Where is that?
Mr. WVILCOCK: All over the State. I

hare repeatedly travelled over the Wongan
Hiils-'Mullewa line. Lens of thousands of
acres along that line have never had an aser
pot into them.

The Premtier:- The settlers have not hail
timec.

Mr-. WILLOOK - They have had -plenty
of time, but the department is loth to advance
money on that land. One departmental officer
says that land is no good.

Mr. Piesse:- What land?
Mr. WfLLOOCK: Mr. White, of the Sol-

dier Sattiemuent Schemne, says the land up
there is no good.

lion. LIf. F. Troy: What does White know
about itl

Mr. WTLLCOCIK: Practically nothing, yet
lie is virtually in charge of the department.
Mr. White does niot seenm to know much ab,.out
it. I have had several 'liscufsions -vith him.
W'ith a n-nrc of the hianjd, lie condezans that
land.

The Premier: Which laud?
Alr. W[LLCOGK: The land right up through

3i\ullewa. Mr. White says it is no goad. He
is practically the head of the department, yet
hie condemins the whole of the land in that
area.

M\rs. Con-an: It is not as good as the Win-
inera land iii Victoria.

Mlr, WrLLGOGK:- It is good agriciltural
l anTid. The Wininera land is exceptionally
good.

IIIrs. Cowan: Yet it has a very light rain-
fall.

M\r. WILLUOCK:- It has a most ex'cellent
soil, anil will grow virtually any crop. I am
afraid the lion. meniber is mixing the XWim-
niera district with the ninlee district further
north. The Wimmnera has quite a good rain
raiinfall!.

'Mrs.. Cowmma: 1 thoughit it had a lower
rainfaill than ice have.

3'r. AVILLVCOC;N: No, ;n the mnallce coon-
try . ve-titinly, the rainfall is liglit ankI the
qoil ]lt Fo goxi as that in Iha Winrerr dis-
hriet, whichi eiabraces the best wheat landl in
Aii'trnlia. Aiso they- have in that district
something w-hich our Director of Agricuiture
recently diacovered, nanmely, excelient mnethods.
of cultivation. Several tIhings recently dis-
covered by the Director of Agriculture were
known in this State as far back as the days
when Iii' Lnbour Coveriamont urer~e in pa)wn?.
Son.-thlfic should~ he (lone to develop the land
ht.Loecii Vuna and Mullen's in the electorate
of the 'Minister for Agricuiture. The advis-
Ory' hoard has pronised to go through the
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district and report, so that an authoritative
statement of the v-alue of that land can be
made, We want more land for agrieultural
developtit: ""c know front experience that
we can get a better, quicker and mute certain
return treat wheat nail sheep tb-an from 3~ny
other formn of development. Where land of
this dvscription exists within a safe rainfall
area anid irs close proximity to a seaport, wc,
should exert every effort to bring it into cut-
tivation or give it the communication neces-
sary to enable it to be settled, I do not know
what we are going to do with regard to landl
that is not being developed. A Closer Settle-
iiiea Bill was introduced, but we got no fur-
tiler with it.

The Premier: That was not the fAtklt O1
this House.

Air, \VYhLCOOK: No, but it is die fault
of the Government that this sort of thing is
allowed to continue. Almost everybody one
speaks to refers to the vast areas of idle lad
in close proximity to existing railways.

MNr. La-tham: The passage of the Closer
Settlement Bill through this House was the
means of a lot of that land being iought
into better production.

Mr. WILLOOCK: But there are thous-
ands of acres of that particular class of land
-not being utilised at all, and yet there is talk
of expensive railway propositions and there is
propaganda in favour of railways in the di-
rection of Eucla. and other places there dis-
tant fields look green.

Mr. Hferon: They are green at present.
M\r. WILLOOCS: I hope they are.
The Premier: You are treading on some-

one else's corns now.
M\r. WILLCOOK: I still maintain that

while we are talking of extending our rail-
-ways hundreds of niles front existing settle-
meat, there is plenty of land hield up and
unutilised in close proximity to the railway
sjystem.

Mr. Piesso: Well, the State should buy'

Mr. WVILIROCK: That is not the prin-
ciple. The people owning the land should be
wade to utilise it. A scientific mnethod. of tax-
ation should be introduced so that if holders
will not develop their land, it will be too
expensive to hold. Such a policy would meet
with almost unanimous approval from the peo-
ple. That is the only point of disagree~ment
between the "West Australian,'' whic!h is the
chief apologist and at the same time the
guide, philosopher, and friend of the Pre-
mier--

The Premier: Did you say the "Worker"'Y
Mr. WILLCOCK: No, the "West Aus-

tralian." Thre only point of disagreement be-
tween the ''West Australian" and the Pre-
mier is that he does not introduce some
method of taxation to force unimproved
land into use.

The Premier: A good rousing tax, ehl
'Mr. WILLCOOK: One that twill wake lip

the people sleeping on land that should be
prodecing wealth.

The Premier: I have heard that before.

Mr. WVILLCOCK: Anid the Premier is
likuly to hear it again. Such a policy would
meet with the approval of 90 per cent. of
the people. We have hart expression~s of
opinion fronti both sides of the House and
Il-Our1 a11m11t everyr indiviual-

_Mr. Lathanm: It must have i-tea adlopted
since the Labour Government wvent out ot
office.

Mr. WTILLOOCKf: The mnember for York
said something to that effe-ct on one occa-
Lion.

\1 r. M1uasie: We lassed a measure through
this House.

Mr. Lathamt: No, you did not.
Mr. 31 unsie : Tile liot. inenhur uns asleep

at the time.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Every proposal that the

Premnier brings forward evolkes the support,
atpprov-al and enthusiastic baci(kin~g of the
'' West Australian,'' but on tilis particular
issue there is seriouts disagreement between
the Premier and the '"West Australia.'' I
do trot want hinm to fall out altogether with
theQ '4 est Auistralialk''

The Premier: Well, I cannot rely upon the
''Worker'' or the "'Primiary Producer.''

Mr. WILLCOCK: The "West Austra-
lian'' has proved inost useful to the Premier
during his career as head of the administra-
tion. If the Premnier had not had the enthus-
iastic backing of the morning paper, he
would hare gone out of office two or three
years ago on his financial policy. When the
Labour Party were in power, leading articles
were published by the "'West Australian''
month after month criticising the deficit.
Now, instead of criticismi, we Boad apologies
being advanced by this wonderful organ that
is supposed to be the leader of public opinion
in this State.

The Premier: I did not say a word. against
tile ''Worker'' that supported you.

Mr. WILLOOCK: I am merely pointing
out the goon service r~ndered the Premier
by the "WeVst Australian.'' But I 11in1t
cut phasise thant there is a policy which thre
''West Australian'' has enunciated in season
sad out of season, namely a tax on unim-
proved iand values, and that. is the one ser-
ious point the Premier will not eoacede.
It is time some system of closer settlement
was applied to pastoral lends. There are
wonderful pastoral len3ds--

Mr. Pickering: More particularly on the
Mu rch ison.

Mfr. WILLCOCK: That happens to he one
part of the State where railway facilities
are established and where pastoral areas
lend themselves to closer settlement. An
expensive railway system has been built
and these pastoral lands, taken op in the
days before people ever thought railway
facilities would be provided aind now
served by railway, should be dealt with under
a closer settlement scheme.

Lieut1.-Col. Denton: There is quite a lot
of undeveloped land along the Midland line.

Mr. WiULCOCK: Yes, but I am referring
to pastoral areas. You, Mr. Chairman, when
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speak-lug on the Address-i n-reply1 expressed
the opinion that -when pastoral areas Were
ii.in., tanis' errod, the Governn~vnt should
have the first right to buy than. I am in
hearty agreement with such a policy. 'When
pastoral land of known quality such as that
in the 'Murchison and Gaseoync areas is to
bie disposed of by the original holders, the
State should have the first opportunity to
buy it. We talk of peopling our vast empty
spa ces: we talk of increased production; these
and other such platitudes we have heard for
mny yenrs and yet wve have areas of land

capable of carrying ten times the popula-
tion and twenty times the number of sheep
still being held up in tracts of a million
acres in those particular localities. It is about
time a decision was reached regarding the
proposed purchaste of the Midland conces-
sion. Along the -Midlanid Railway a consid-
erable area of goad land is still available.
Acre for acre that land is as good as the
land of the Great Southern, where, uinder
Government control, a series of compara-
tively large towns have sprung up at about
every thirty miles, towns that are the centres
of prosperous and thriving districts. The
same thing would apply to the Midland
lands if they were opened up and controlled
by the Government.

Lieut.-Col. Den ton: There are 250,000
acres of first-class land in the Midland area
to-day7.

Mr. 'WILLCOCR:- That land sheold be
brought into cultivation.

Lieu t-Col. Den ton: lIt is very suitable for
group settlement.

Mr. WTLLCOOK: It is suitable for agri-
cultural development of any description. The
largest area of unoccupied land in the State
is situated along the Midland line. The
lend there has been proved hundreds of times
over. It is being held uop because advances
cannot be mnade against it by the Agricultural
Bank. It is excellent land. ' If it were
brought under the purview of the bank it
would all be utilised, and brought into pro-
duction to a greater extent than at present.
It is time we reviewed our policy in this
respect. If the Midland Railway Company
is prepared to sell its vacant lands to the
Slate at a fair and reasonable price, the price
should be paid. If it is not prepared to do
this tho Government should have no com-
punction about using every legitimate means
of making the company do so. There is a
quarter of a million acs of first-class land, a
large area of second-class land, and a million
acres of third-class land held up by the selfish
greed of a private company, which wants to
mnakei as mutch as possible out of the State.
Parliament should take every means possible
to bring the company to its senses. The
land was granted in the first ease under defi-
nite conditions. Not one of these conditions
has been carried out, and the methods of
finance employed by the company in the
early stages should have brought it within
the clutches of the law, and might have done

so but for the friends it had at court. We
cannot afford to allow this state. of affairs
to continue. Already we have Government
utilities such as schools, police, doctors, etc.,
in the area, and everything of that sort ready
for settlement, The Government have spent
enormous stuns of money in opening up areas
a tremendous distance fromf our sea-board,
while this company has been reaping advant-
ages out of Jsc State. If the Midland Rail-
way "crc worth anything as an asset I should
not be surprised at the atttiude of the com-
pany, but it is making nothing out of the
railway though a good deal oat of the land.
Much more, however, could be done with the
land if it 'vere taken over by thie Government.
The settlers are not allowed to 'exploit their
holdings as they should otherwise be able to
do, and the development of one of the biggest
agricultural provinces in the State is being
kept back. I hope before the debate con-
cludes the Premier will mnake, the statement
he should have made earlier, and tell us what
the lanid policy of the Government is, where
the land is that will be made available for
settlers wider the immigration policy, and
what is to be dlone in the matter of land
development generally.

Progress reported.

Ffoase odjourned at 20.47 p.mn.)
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